
Gas Act 1986 (c. 44)
SCHEDULE 2AA – Duties of distribution exemption holders
Document Generated: 2024-08-11

1

Changes to legislation: Gas Act 1986, Paragraph 1 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before
11 August 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made

appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

S C H E D U L E S

[F1SCHEDULE 2AA

DUTIES OF DISTRIBUTION EXEMPTION HOLDERS

Textual Amendments
F1 Schs. 2AA, 2AB inserted (10.11.2011) by The Electricity and Gas (Internal Markets) Regulations 2011

(S.I. 2011/2704), regs. 1(1), 20(3), Sch. 1

Third party access
1. (1) This paragraph applies where—

(a) a customer owns or occupies premises which are connected to an exempt
distribution system;

(b) the customer is taking a supply of gas through that system from—
(i) the distribution exemption holder that operates or has control of the

system, or
(ii) a person related to the distribution exemption holder; and

(c) the customer—
(i) has served on the distribution exemption holder a notice expressing

the customer’s interest in taking a supply of gas from a third party
supplier through that system; and

(ii) has provided with the notice evidence that at least one third party
supplier would be willing to supply the customer with gas through
that system, and has identified any such third party supplier in the
notice.

(2) In this Schedule “expression of interest” means a notice served under sub-
paragraph (1).

(3) Within 5 working days beginning with the day on which it receives the expression of
interest, the distribution exemption holder must provide any person related to it that
is currently supplying the customer with gas with a copy of the expression of interest.

(4) Within 10 working days beginning with the day on which it receives the expression
of interest, the distribution exemption holder must serve on the customer—

(a) a notice informing the customer that it will take the steps in sub-paragraph (6)
with a view to giving a third party supplier access to its distribution system;
or

(b) a notice informing the customer that the distribution exemption holder
considers—

(i) that it would need to increase the capacity of its distribution system
in order to give a third party supplier access to that distribution
system; and
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(ii) that one of the conditions in sub-paragraph (5) is met.

(5) Those conditions are—
(a) that it is not technically feasible to provide the increase in capacity in

question;
(b) that providing that increase in capacity would have a significant and adverse

economic impact on the distribution exemption holder or any other person.

(6) Where the distribution exemption holder has served on the customer a notice under
sub-paragraph (4)(a), the distribution exemption holder must—

(a) serve on any third party supplier identified in the expression of interest a
notice specifying—

(i) any metering arrangements that the distribution exemption holder
considers would be required to enable access to be given; and

(ii) whether it would be willing to give access through contractual
arrangements which would not require a connection to be made or
modified; and

(b) provide each such third party supplier with any other documents or
information that it may reasonably request.

(7) The distribution exemption holder must serve the notice required by sub-
paragraph (6)(a) within 20 working days beginning with the day on which it receives
the expression of interest.

(8) The distribution exemption holder must provide any documents or information
requested by a third party supplier under sub-paragraph (6)(b)—

(a) within 20 working days beginning with the day of the distribution exemption
holder’s receipt of the expression of interest; or

(b) if the request is made at a time when there are fewer than 10 working days
remaining in the 20 working day period mentioned in paragraph (a) above,
within 10 working days beginning with the day of the distribution exemption
holder’s receipt of the request.]
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 5(e) and word inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 185(3)
– s. 5(1)(ca) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 168(2)(b)
– s. 5(10A) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 168(2)(c)
– s. 5(11A)(11B) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 185(4)
– s. 7B(5FA) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 185(13)
– s. 7AC inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 185(6)
– s. 8AA(11B) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 185(14)
– s. 15A inserted by 1992 c. 43 s. 17
– s. 23D(2)(d) and word inserted by 2013 c. 32 s. 138(4)(c)(iii)
– s. 27(1ZA)(aa) inserted by S.I. 2019/93, Sch. 1 para. 2(2)(b) (as substituted) by S.I.

2019/1245 reg. 17 (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The affecting
statutory instrument has no legal effect. It was made under a procedure which meant
that it ceased to have effect 28 days after signing unless it was debated and approved
in Parliament within that time. It was not debated and approved within 28 days, so it
has expired with no effect.)

– s. 27B(1)(a)(vii) and word inserted by S.I. 2024/706 reg. 2(8)(b)
– s. 28(8A) inserted by 2023 c. 52 Sch. 14 para. 3(3)
– s. 36A(11) inserted by 2024 c. 13 Sch. 29 para. 8
– s. 41E(6)(d) and word inserted by 2013 c. 32 s. 138(4)(f)(ii)
– s. 41EB(7) inserted by 2024 c. 13 Sch. 30 para. 8(5)
– Sch. 4B para. 9B and cross-heading inserted by 2023 c. 52 Sch. 14 para. 4
– Sch. 4B para. 3A and cross-heading inserted by S.I. 2024/706 reg. 2(11)(b)
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