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Insolvency Act 1986
1986 CHAPTER 45

[F1PART 7A

DEBT RELIEF ORDERS

Making and effect of debt relief order

[F1251G Moratorium from qualifying debts

(1) A moratorium commences on the effective date for a debt relief order in relation to
each qualifying debt specified in the order (“a specified qualifying debt”).

(2) During the moratorium, the creditor to whom a specified qualifying debt is owed—
(a) has no remedy in respect of the debt, and
(b) may not—

(i) commence a creditor's petition in respect of the debt, or
(ii) otherwise commence any action or other legal proceedings against

the debtor for the debt,
except with the permission of the court and on such terms as the court may
impose.

(3) If on the effective date a creditor to whom a specified qualifying debt is owed has any
such petition, action or other proceeding as mentioned in subsection (2)(b) pending
in any court, the court may—

(a) stay the proceedings on the petition, action or other proceedings (as the case
may be), or

(b) allow them to continue on such terms as the court thinks fit.

(4) In subsection (2)(a) and (b) references to the debt include a reference to any interest,
penalty or other sum that becomes payable in relation to that debt after the application
date.

(5) Nothing in this section affects the right of a secured creditor of the debtor to enforce
his security.]



2 Insolvency Act 1986 (c. 45)
Part 7A – Debt relief orders

Document Generated: 2024-07-02
Changes to legislation: Insolvency Act 1986, Section 251G is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or

before 02 July 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Textual Amendments
F1 Pt. 7A inserted (24.2.2009 for certain purposes otherwise 6.4.2009) by Tribunals, Courts and

Enforcement Act 2007 (c. 15), ss. 108(1), 148(5), Sch. 17; S.I. 2009/382, art. 2

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1986/45/part/7A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/section/108/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/section/148/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/382/article/2


Insolvency Act 1986 (c. 45)
Document Generated: 2024-07-02

3

Changes to legislation: 
Insolvency Act 1986, Section 251G is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 02 July 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes
that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I. 1986/1999, art. 3, Sch. 1 Pt. 2 by

S.I. 2017/1119 Sch. 3 para. 1
– Act savings and transitional provisions for amendments by S.I. 2022/1166 by S.I.

2022/1172 Regulations
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 41HB(2) words substituted by 2018 c. 14 s. 1(3)(b)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/1119
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/1119/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/1119/schedule/3/paragraph/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2022/1172
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2022/1172
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/14
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/14/section/1/3/b

