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Insolvency Act 1986
1986 CHAPTER 45

PART IX

BANKRUPTCY

CHAPTER III

TRUSTEES IN BANKRUPTCY

Tenure of office as trustee

297 Special cases.

(1) Where a bankrupticy order is made on a petition under section 264(1)(d) (criminal
bankruptcy), the official receiver shall be trustee of the bankrupt’s estate.

(2) Subject to the next subsection, where the court issues a certificate for the summary
administration of a bankrupt’s estate, the official receiver shall, as from the issue of
that certificate, be the trustee.

(3) Where such a certificate is issued or is in force, the court may, if it thinks fit, appoint
a person other than the official receiver as trustee.

(4) Where a bankruptcy order is made in a case in which an insolvency practitioner’s
report has been submitted to the court under section 274 but no certificate for the
summary administration of the estate is issued, the court, if it thinks fit, may on making
the order appoint the person who made the report as trustee.

(5) Where a bankruptcy order is made (whether or not on a petition under section 264(1)
(c)) at a time when there is a supervisor of a voluntary arrangement approved in
relation to the bankrupt under Part VIII, the court, if it thinks fit, may on making the
order appoint the supervisor of the arrangement as trustee.
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(6) Where an appointment is made under subsection (4) or (5) of this section, the official
receiver is not under the duty imposed by section 293(1) (to decide whether or not to
summon a meeting of creditors).

(7) Where the trustee of a bankrupt’s estate has been appointed by the court, the trustee
shall give notice to the bankrupt’s creditors of his appointment or, if the court so allows,
shall advertise his appointment in accordance with the directions of the court.

(8) In that notice or advertisement he shall—
(a) state whether he proposes to summon a general meeting of the bankrupt’s

creditors for the purpose of establishing a creditor’s committee under
section 301 below, and

(b) if he does not propose to summon such a meeting, set out the power of the
creditors under this Part to require him to summon one.
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