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Insolvency Act 1986

1986 CHAPTER 45

PART IX

BANKRUPTCY

CHAPTER 111

TRUSTEES IN BANKRUPTCY
Control of trustee

304 Liability of trustee.

(1) Where on an application under this section the court is satisfied—

(a) that the trustee of a bankrupt’s estate has misapplied or retained, or become
accountable for, any money or other property comprised in the bankrupt’s
estate, or

(b) that a bankrupt’s estate has suffered any loss in consequence of any
misfeasance or breach of fiduciary or other duty by a trustee of the estate in
the carrying out of his functions,

the court may order the trustee, for the benefit of the estate, to repay, restore or account
for money or other property (together with interest at such rate as the court thinks just)
or, as the case may require, to pay such sum by way of compensation in respect of the
misfeasance or breach of fiduciary or other duty as the court thinks just.

This is without prejudice to any liability arising apart from this section.

(2) An application under this section may be made by the official receiver, the Secretary
of State, a creditor of the bankrupt or (whether or not there is, or is likely to be, a
surplus for the purposes of section 330(5) (final distribution)) the bankrupt himself.



Insolvency Act 1986 (c. 45)

Part IX — Bankruptcy

Chapter 1l — Trustees in Bankruptcy
Document Generated: 2024-06-26

Changes to legislation: Insolvency Act 1986, Section 304 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 26 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

But the leave of the court is required for the making of an application if it is to be
made by the bankrupt or if it is to be made after the trustee has had his release under
section 299.

(3) Where—
(a) the trustee seizes or disposes of any property which is not comprised in the
bankrupts estate, and
(b) at the time of the seizure or disposal the trustee believes, and has reasonable
grounds for believing, that he is entitled (whether in pursuance of an order of
the court or otherwise) to seize or dispose of that property,

the trustee is not liable to any person (whether under this section or otherwise) in
respect of any loss or damage resulting from the seizure or disposal except in so far
as that loss or damage is caused by the negligence of the trustee; and he has a lien on
the property, or the proceeds of its sale, for such of the expenses of the bankruptcy as
were incurred in connection with the seizure or disposal.
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