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Insolvency Act 1986
1986 CHAPTER 45

PART IX

BANKRUPTCY

CHAPTER VII

POWERS OF COURT IN BANKRUPTCY

366 Inquiry into bankrupt’s dealings and property.

(1) At any time after a bankruptcy order has been made the court may, on the application
of the official receiver or the trustee of the bankrupt’s estate, summon to appear before
it—

(a) the bankrupt or the bankrupt’s spouse or former spouse [F1or civil partner or
former civil partner],

(b) any person known or believed to have any property comprised in the
bankrupt’s estate in his possession or to be indebted to the bankrupt,

(c) any person appearing to the court to be able to give information concerning
the bankrupt or the bankrupt’s dealings, affairs or property.

The court may require any such person as is mentioned in paragraph (b) or (c) to
submit [F2a witness statement verified by a statement of truth] to the court containing
an account of his dealings with the bankrupt or to produce any documents in his
possession or under his control relating to the bankrupt or the bankrupt’s dealings,
affairs or property.

(2) Without prejudice to section 364, the following applies in a case where—
(a) a person without reasonable excuse fails to appear before the court when he

is summoned to do so under this section, or
(b) there are reasonable grounds for believing that a person has absconded, or

is about to abscond, with a view to avoiding his appearance before the court
under this section.
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(3) The court may, for the purpose of bringing that person and anything in his possession
before the court, cause a warrant to be issued to a constable or prescribed officer of
the court—

(a) for the arrest of that person, and
(b) for the seizure of any books, papers, records, money or goods in that person’s

possession.

(4) The court may authorise a person arrested under such a warrant to be kept in custody,
and anything seized under such a warrant to be held, in accordance with the rules, until
that person is brought before the court under the warrant or until such other times as
the court may order.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 366(1)(a) inserted (5.12.2005) by Civil Partnership Act 2004 (c. 33), ss. 261(1), 263, Sch.

27 para. 120; S.I. 2005/3175, art. 2(2) (subject to art. 2(3)-(5))
F2 Words in s. 366(1) substituted (6.4.2010) by virtue of The Legislative Reform (Insolvency)

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Order 2010 (S.I. 2010/18), art. 5(7)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 366 applied (with modifications) by S.I. 1986/1999, art. 3, Sch. 1 Pt. II

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/33
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/33/section/261/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/33/section/263
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/33/schedule/27/paragraph/120
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/33/schedule/27/paragraph/120
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/3175
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/3175/article/2/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/3175/article/2/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/18/article/5/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1986/1999
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1986/1999/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1986/1999/schedule/1/part/II


Insolvency Act 1986 (c. 45)
Document Generated: 2024-05-21

3

Changes to legislation: 
Insolvency Act 1986, Section 366 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 21 May 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes
that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I. 1986/1999, art. 3, Sch. 1 Pt. 2 by

S.I. 2017/1119 Sch. 3 para. 1
– Act savings and transitional provisions for amendments by S.I. 2022/1166 by S.I.

2022/1172 Regulations
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 41HB(2) words substituted by 2018 c. 14 s. 1(3)(b)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/1119
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/1119/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/1119/schedule/3/paragraph/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2022/1172
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2022/1172
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/14
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/14/section/1/3/b

