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Housing (Scotland) Act 1987
1987 CHAPTER 26

PART XVI

GENERAL AND MISCELLANEOUS

Offences

318 Penalty for obstructing execution of Act.

If any person obstructs any officer of a local authority or any officer of the Secretary
of State or any person authorised to enter houses, premises or buildings in pursuance
of this Act in the performance of anything which such officer, authority or person is
by this Act required or authorised to do, he shall be guilty of an offence and shall be
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.

319 Penalty for preventing execution of works, etc.

(1) If any person, after receiving notice of the intended action—
(a) being the occupier of any premises, prevents the owner or other person having

control of them, or his officers, agents, servants or workmen from carrying
into effect with respect to those premises any of the provisions of Part VIII
(other than section 173 and the provisions relating to control orders) or any
of the provisions of Part V or any of the provisions of a byelaw made under
section 313; or

(b) being the owner or occupier of any premises, or a person having control of
any premises, prevents any officers, agents, servants or workmen of the local
authority, from so doing; or

(c) being the occupier of any part of a house subject to a control order under Part
VIII, prevents any officers, agents, servants or workmen of the local authority
from carrying out any works in the house,

the sheriff or any two justices of the peace sitting in open court or any magistrate
having jurisdiction in the place on proof thereof may order that person to permit to be
done on the premises all things requisite for carrying into effect such provisions with
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respect to the premises or, in a case falling under paragraph (c), everything which the
local authority consider necessary.

(2) If any such person fails to comply with such an order, he shall be guilty of an offence
and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the
standard scale.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 319 applied (27.8.1993) by 1993 c. 11, ss. 62(2)(a)(ii), 68(2).

S. 319 modified (27.8.1993) by 1993 c. 11, ss. 62(2)(d), 68(2).

320 Penalty for damage to houses, etc.

Any person who wilfully or by culpable negligence damages or suffers to be damaged
any house provided under this Act, or any of the fittings or appurtenances of any such
house, including the drainage and water supply and any apparatus connected with
the drainage or water supply, and the fence of any enclosure, shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 1 on
the standard scale, without prejudice to any remedy for the recovery of the amount
of the damage.

321 Liability of directors, etc. in case of offence by body corporate.

(1) Where an offence under this Act committed by a body corporate is proved to have been
committed with the consent or connivance of, or to be attributable to any neglect on
the part of, a director, manager, secretary or other similar officer of the body corporate,
or a person purporting to act in any such capacity, he, as well as the body corporate,
is guilty of an offence and liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), where a person is convicted of an offence under
subsection (1) and the body corporate in question is liable under sections 152 to 177
to a higher penalty by reason of a previous conviction than it would have been if not
so convicted, that person shall be liable under those sections to the same penalties as
the body corporate would be liable if a natural person, including imprisonment.

(3) The person mentioned in subsection (2) shall not be so liable if he shows—
(a) at the time of the offence he did not know of the previous conviction; and
(b) at the time of the previous conviction he was not acting, or purporting to act,

as a director, manager, secretary, or other similar officer of the body corporate.
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