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Housing Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 50

PART I

RENTED ACCOMMODATION

CHAPTER VI

GENERAL PROVISIONS

45 Interpretation of Part I.

(1) In this Part of this Act, except where the context otherwise requires,—
“dwelling-house” may be a house or part of a house;
“fixed term tenancy” means any tenancy other than a periodic tenancy;
“fully mutual housing association” has the same meaning as in Part I of the

M1Housing Associations Act 1985;
“landlord” includes any person from time to time deriving title under the

original landlord and also includes, in relation to a dwelling-house, any person
other than a tenant who is, or but for the existence of an assured tenancy would
be, entitled to possession of the dwelling-house;

“let” includes “sub-let”;
“prescribed” means prescribed by regulations made by the Secretary of

State by statutory instrument;
“rates” includes water rates and charges but does not include an owner’s

drainage rate, as defined in section 63(2)(a) of the M2Land Drainage Act 1976;
“secure tenancy” has the meaning assigned by section 79 of the M3Housing

Act 1985;
“statutory periodic tenancy” has the meaning assigned by section 5(7)

above;
“tenancy” includes a sub-tenancy and an agreement for a tenancy or sub-

tenancy; and
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“tenant” includes a sub-tenant and any person deriving title under the
original tenant or sub-tenant.

(2) Subject to paragraph 11 of Schedule 2 to this Act, any reference in this Part of this Act
to the beginning of a tenancy is a reference to the day on which the tenancy is entered
into or, if it is later, the day on which, under the terms of any lease, agreement or other
document, the tenant is entitled to possession under the tenancy.

(3) Where two or more persons jointly constitute either the landlord or the tenant in
relation to a tenancy, then, except where this Part of this Act otherwise provides, any
reference to the landlord or to the tenant is a reference to all the persons who jointly
constitute the landlord or the tenant, as the case may require.

(4) For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby declared that any reference in this Part of
this Act (however expressed) to a power for a landlord to determine a tenancy does
not include a reference to a power of re-entry or forfeiture for breach of any term or
condition of the tenancy.

(5) Regulations under subsection (1) above may make different provision with respect to
different cases or descriptions of case, including different provision for different areas.
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