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Road Traffic Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 52

PART I

PRINCIPAL ROAD SAFETY PROVISIONS

Promotion of road safety

38 The Highway Code.

(1) The Highway Code shall continue to have effect, subject however to revision in
accordance with the following provisions of this section.

(2) Subject to the following provisions of this section, the Secretary of State may from
time to time revise the Highway Code by revoking, varying, amending or adding to
the provisions of the Code in such manner as he thinks fit.

(3) Where the Secretary of State proposes to revise the Highway Code by making any
alterations in the provisions of the Code (other than alterations merely consequential
on the passing, amendment or repeal of any statutory provision) he must lay the
proposed alterations before both Houses of Parliament and must not make the
proposed revision until after the end of a period of forty days beginning with the day
on which the alterations were so laid.

(4) If within the period mentioned in subsection (3) above either House resolves that the
proposed alterations be not made, the Secretary of State must not make the proposed
revision (but without prejudice to the laying before Parliament of further proposals for
alteration in accordance with that subsection).

(5) Before revising the Highway Code by making any alterations in its provisions which
are required by subsection (3) above to be laid before Parliament, the Secretary of
State must consult with such representative organisations as he thinks fit.

(6) The Secretary of State must cause the Highway Code to be printed and may cause
copies of it to be sold to the public at such price as he may determine.
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(7) A failure on the part of a person to observe a provision of the Highway Code shall
not of itself render that person liable to criminal proceedings of any kind but any such
failure may in any proceedings (whether civil or criminal, and including proceedings
for an offence under the Traffic Acts, the M1Public Passenger Vehicles Act 1981 or
sections 18 to 23 of the M2Transport Act 1985) be relied upon by any party to the
proceedings as tending to establish or negative any liability which is in question in
those proceedings.

(8) In this section “the Highway Code” means the code comprising directions for the
guidance of persons using roads issued under section 45 of the M3Road Traffic Act
1930, as from time to time revised under this section or under any previous enactment.

(9) For the purposes of subsection (3) above—
(a) “statutory provision” means a provision contained in an Act or in subordinate

legislation within the meaning of the M4Interpretation Act 1978 (and the
reference to the passing or repeal of any such provision accordingly includes
the making or revocation of any such provision),

(b) where the proposed alterations are laid before each House of Parliament on
different days, the later day shall be taken to be the day on which they were
laid before both Houses, and

(c) in reckoning any period of forty days, no account shall be taken of any time
during which Parliament is dissolved or prorogued or during which both
Houses are adjourned for more than four days.
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39 Powers of Secretary of State and local authorities as to giving road safety
information and training.

(1) The Secretary of State may, with the approval of the Treasury, provide for promoting
road safety by disseminating information or advice relating to the use of roads.

(2) Each local authority must prepare and carry out a programme of measures designed
to promote road safety and may make contributions towards the cost of measures for
promoting road safety taken by other authorities or bodies.

(3) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (2) above, in pursuance of their duty
under that subsection each local authority—

(a) must carry out studies into accidents arising out of the use of vehicles on roads
or parts of roads, other than [F1roads for which the Secretary of State is the
highway authority (in Scotland, roads authority)], within their area,

(b) must, in the light of those studies, take such measures as appear to the authority
to be appropriate to prevent such accidents, including the dissemination
of information and advice relating to the use of roads, the giving of
practical training to road users or any class or description of road users,
the construction, improvement, maintenance or repair of [F2roads for the
maintenance of which they are responsible] and other measures taken in the
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exercise of their powers for controlling, protecting or assisting the movement
of traffic on roads, and

(c) in constructing new roads, must take such measures as appear to the authority
to be appropriate to reduce the possibilities of such accidents when the roads
come into use.

(4) In this section “local authority” means—
(a) in relation to England and Wales, the council of a county, metropolitan district

or London borough or the Common Council of the City of London,
(b) in relation to Scotland, a regional or islands council.
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40 Powers of Secretary of State to subsidise bodies other then local authorities for
giving road safety information and training.

The Secretary of State may, with the approval of the Treasury, make out of monies
provided by Parliament contributions towards the cost of measures for promoting
road safety, being measures taken by authorities or bodies other than local authorities
(within the meaning of section 39 of this Act).
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