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Road Traftic Act 1988

1988 CHAPTER 52

["'"PART IV

LICENSING OF DRIVERS OF LARGE GOODS VEHICLES AND PASSENGER-CARRYING VEHICLES.]

Licensing of drivers of large goods vehicles and passenger-carrying vehicles.

[F]

121 Interpretation.

(1) In this Part of this Act—
[F*“conduct” means—

(a) in relation to an applicant for or the holder of a large goods vehicle
driver’s licence or the holder of a LGV Community licence, his conduct
as a driver of a motor vehicle, and

(b) in relation to an applicant for or the holder of a passenger-carrying
vehicle driver’s licence or the holder of a PCV Community licence, his
conduct both as a driver of a motor vehicle and in any other respect
relevant to his holding a passenger-carrying vehicle driver’s licence or
(as the case may be) his authorisation by virtue of section 99A(1) of this
Act to drive in Great Britain a passenger-carrying vehicle of any class,

including, in either case, such conduct in Northern Ireland;]
F3

“full licence” means a large goods vehicle or passenger-carrying vehicle
driver’s licence other than a provisional licence;

[*“large goods vehicle” means a motor vehicle (not being a medium-sized
goods vehicle within the meaning of Part III of this Act) which is constructed
or adapted to carry or to haul goods and the permissible maximum weight of
which exceeds 7.5 tonnes;]

“passenger-carrying vehicle” means—

(a) a large passenger-carrying vehicle, that is to say, a vehicle used for
carrying passengers which is constructed or adapted to carry more than
16 passengers, or
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(b) a small passenger-carrying vehicle, that is to say, a vehicle used for
carrying passengers for hire or reward which is constructed or adapted
to carry more than 8 but not more than 16 passengers [“and includes a
combination of such a motor vehicle and trailer];
“notice” means notice in writing and “notify” shall be construed
accordingly;
“prescribed” means, unless the context requires otherwise, prescribed by
regulations under section 120 of this Act;

“provisional licence” means a licence granted by virtue of section 97(2) of
this Act;

[F®and “permissible maximum weight” has the same meaning as in Part I1T of this Act.]]

Textual Amendments

F1 Pt IV (ss. 110-122): by Road Traffic (Driver Licensing and Information Systems) Act 1989 (c. 22,
SIF 107:1), s. 1(1)(2)(7), 16, Sch. 6 it is provided that Pt. IV (entitled "Licensing of drivers of heavy
goods vehicles") shall cease to have effect and is repealed (1.4.1991) and by s. 2(1) of that 1989 Act
(coming into force 1.4.1991) it is provided that there shall be inserted as Part IV (entitled "Licensing
of drivers of large goods vehicles and passenger-carrying vehicles") of this 1988 Act the provisions set
out in Schedule 2 to that 1989 Act which: (a) apply both to the licensing of the drivers of large goods
vehicles and to the licensing of the drivers of passenger-carrying vehicles (as there defined); and (b)
re-enact and assimilate certain of the provisions of Part IV of the 1988 Act (as originally enacted) and
of section 22 of the Public Passenger Vehicles Act 1981 (c. 14) to take account of the abolition by
section 1 above of special licences to drive heavy goods vehicles and public service vehicles and the
granting after the appointed day of licences to drive such vehicles under Part I1I of the 1988 Act

F2  Definition of “conduct" in s. 121(1) substituted (23.7.1996 for specified purposes and otherwise
1.1.1997) by S.I. 1996/1974, reg. 2, Sch. 1 para. 28(2)(a)

F3  S. 121: definition of “counterpart” repealed (8.6.2015) by Road Safety Act 2006 (c. 49), s. 61(1)(10),
Sch. 3 para. 21, Sch. 7(4); S.I. 2015/560, art. 3 (with arts. 4-9)

F4  Definition of “large goods Vehicle" in s. 121(1) substituted (23.7.1996 for specified purposes and
otherwise 1.1.1997) by S.1. 1996/1974, reg. 2, Sch. 1 para. 28(2)(c)

F5  Words in s. 121(1) definition of “passenger carrying vehicle" inserted (23.7.1996 for specified
purposes and otherwise 1.1.1997) by S.1. 1996/1974, reg. 2, Sch. 1 para. 28(2)(d)

F6  Words in s. 121(1) substituted (23.7.1996 for specified purposes and otherwise 1.1.1997) by S.I.
1996/1974, reg. 2, Sch. 1 para. 28(2)(e)
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. 34A inserted by 2000 c. 37 Sch. 7 para. 6 (This amendment not applied to

. 41(2)(m) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 18(1)(a)

. 41(2)(ba) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 56(3)

.49(3A) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 48(1)

. 66(7A) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 56(5)

. 85(1) words omitted (temp.) by S.I. 2019/648 reg. 2(5)(a) (This amendment not

. 85(1) words omitted (temp.) by S.I. 2019/648 reg. 2(5)(d) (This amendment not

. 85(2) added by 1988 c. 54 Sch. 2 para. 17(c)

. 97(1)(c)(ia) words repealed by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 3 para. 6(2)(b)Sch. 7(4)

. 97(1)(d)(i1) words omitted by S.I. 2018/1251 reg. 2(4)

. 97(1ZA) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 38(2)

. 108(1BA) inserted by S.I. 2018/1251 reg. 2(5)(c)

. 123123 A substituted for s. 123 by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 2

. 123A(3) words inserted by 2009 c. 17 s. 1(3)

. 124(3)-(5) inserted by 2009 c. 17 s. 3

. 124(6) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 2(b) (This amendment is to Part 5 of

. 125(3A)-(3D) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 3(2) (This amendment is to Part

. 125(5A) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 3(3) (This amendment is to Part 5 of

. 125A(5)-(7E) substituted for s. 125A(5)-(7) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 6(3)
. 125ZA inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 5
. 125ZA(2)(b) word omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(2)(a) (This amendment is

. 125ZA(2)(d) and word inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(2)(b) (This

. 125ZA(4)(c) word omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(3)(c) (This amendment is
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s. 125ZA(4)(ca) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(3)(d) (This amendment is to
Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

s. 126(5) omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 6 (This amendment is to Part 5 of the
Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act 2006.
Those amendments have not yet come into force)

s. 126A inserted by 2016 c. 16 s. 1(3)

s. 126A omitted (cond.) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 8A (as inserted) by 2016 c. 16 s.
3(3)

s. 126A heading words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 3(2) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

s. 126A(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 3(3)(a) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

s. 126A(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 3(3)(b) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

s. 128A inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 11

s. 128A(4) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 11 (as inserted) by 2016 c. 16 s. 4(4)
s. 128B inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 9 (This amendment is to Part 5 of the
Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act 2006.
Those amendments have not yet come into force)

s. 128ZA inserted by 2009 c. 17 s. 1(1)

s. 128ZB inserted by 2009 c. 17 s. 2

s. 128AZA128AZB inserted by 2016 c. 16 5. 2(2)

s. 128AZA128AZB inserted (cond.) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 10A (as inserted) by
2016 c. 16 5. 4(2)

s. 128AZA128AZB substituted (cond.) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 10A (as inserted)
by 2016 c. 16 s. 4(2)

s. 128AZA heading words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(2)(a) (This amendment
not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being
in force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

s. 128AZA(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(2)(b) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

s. 128AZA(4) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(2)(c) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

s. 128AZB heading words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(3)(a) (This amendment
not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being
in force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

s. 128 AZB(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(3)(b)(i) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

s. 128 AZB(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(3)(b)(ii) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

s. 131(A1)-(C1) inserted by 2006 c. 49, Sch. 6 para. 13(1A) (as inserted) by S.I.
2023/1286 Sch. 3 para. 92(2)(a)(i)

s. 131(3)(b)(c) substituted for s. 131(3)(b) and word by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 13(4)
s. 131(6) inserted by 2016 c. 16 s. 2(4)

s. 131(6) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 13(9) (as inserted) by 2016 c. 16 s. 4(5)
s. 131(6) substituted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 13(9) (as inserted) by 2016 c. 16 s.
4(5)

s. 132-133ZA and cross-heading substituted for ss. 132, 133 and cross-heading by
2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 14
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- s. 133(2)(a) words omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 10(a) (This amendment is to
Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

- s. 133(2)(b) words omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 10(b) (This amendment is to
Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

= s. 133D(1A) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 14(2) (This amendment is to Part
5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act
2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

= s. 140(1)(2) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 23(2)

= s. 140(1A) inserted in earlier affecting provision 2006 c. 49, Sch. 6 para. 23(2) by
S.I. 2023/1286 Sch. 3 para. 92(2)(b)

- s. 140(3) s. 140 renumbered as s. 140(3) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 23(1)

- s. 141A(5) words repealed by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 3 para. 24Sch. 7(4)

= s. 143(1A) repealed (cond.) by S.I. 2019/1047 Sch. 2 para. 2 (This amendment
not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The insertion of s. 143(1A) by 2018 c. 18, Sch.
para. 17 was repealed (1.11.2019) by The Motor Vehicles (Compulsory Insurance)
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1047), reg. 1, Sch. 2 para.
1 (with reg. 5) without ever being brought into force.)

. 173(2)(g)-(gb) substituted for s. 173(2)(g) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 27
s. 173(2)(n) and word inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 37(8)

- s. 174(1)(da) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 28
s. 183(6A) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 29
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