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Road Traffic Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 52

PART VII E+W+S

MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL

Interpretation

185 Meaning of “motor vehicle” and other expressions relating to vehicles.  E+W
+S

(1) In this Act—
“heavy locomotive” means a mechanically propelled vehicle which is not

constructed itself to carry a load other than any of the excepted articles and
the weight of which unladen exceeds 11690 kilograms,

“heavy motor car” means a mechanically propelled vehicle, not being a
motor car, which is constructed itself to carry a load or passengers and the
weight of which unladen exceeds 2540 kilograms,

“invalid carriage” means a mechanically propelled vehicle the weight of
which unladen does not exceed 254 kilograms and which is specially designed
and constructed, and not merely adapted, for the use of a person suffering
from some physical defect or disability and is used solely by such a person,

“light locomotive” means a mechanically propelled vehicle which is not
constructed itself to carry a load other than any of the excepted articles and the
weight of which unladen does not exceed 11690 kilograms but does exceed
7370 kilograms,

“motor car” means a mechanically propelled vehicle, not being a motor
cycle or an invalid carriage, which is constructed itself to carry a load or
passengers and the weight of which unladen—

(a) if it is constructed solely for the carriage of passengers and their effects, is
adapted to carry not more than seven passengers exclusive of the driver and is
fitted with tyres of such type as may be specified in regulations made by the
Secretary of State, does not exceed 3050 kilograms,
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(b) if it is constructed or adapted for use for the conveyance of goods or burden
of any description, does not exceed 3050 kilograms, or 3500 kilograms if the
vehicle carries a container or containers for holding for the purposes of its
propulsion any fuel which is wholly gaseous at 17.5 degrees Celsius under a
pressure of 1.013 bar or plant and materials for producing such fuel,

(c) does not exceed 2540 kilograms in a case not falling within sub-paragraph (a)
or (b) above,

“motor cycle” means a mechanically propelled vehicle, not being an invalid
carriage, with less than four wheels and the weight of which unladen does not
exceed 410 kilograms,

“motor tractor” means a mechanically propelled vehicle which is not
constructed itself to carry a load, other than the excepted articles, and the
weight of which unladen does not exceed 7370 kilograms,

“motor vehicle” means, subject to section 20 of the M1Chronically Sick
and Disabled Persons Act 1970 (which makes special provision about invalid
carriages, within the meaning of that Act), a mechanically propelled vehicle
intended or adapted for use on roads, and

“trailer” means a vehicle drawn by a motor vehicle.

(2) In subsection (1) above “excepted articles” means any of the following: water, fuel,
accumulators and other equipment used for the purpose of propulsion, loose tools and
loose equipment.
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Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 3B-3D inserted by 2024 c. 10 s. 54(1)
– s. 13A(1A) inserted by 2024 c. 10 Sch. 3 para. 1(4)(b)
– s. 22B inserted by 2024 c. 10 s. 54(2)
– s. 25(1) s. 25 renumbered as s. 25(1) by 2024 c. 10 s. 55(a)
– s. 25(2) inserted by 2024 c. 10 s. 55(b)
– s. 34A inserted by 2000 c. 37 Sch. 7 para. 6 (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. The amending provision has been repealed)
– s. 34B34C and cross-heading inserted by 2024 c. 10 s. 53(1)
– s. 41(2)(m) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 18(1)(a)
– s. 41(2)(ba) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 56(3)
– s. 49(3A) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 48(1)
– s. 66(7A) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 56(5)
– s. 67(1A)(1B) inserted by 2024 c. 10 s. 92(2)(a)
– s. 67(3B)(d) and word inserted by 2024 c. 10 s. 92(2)(b)(ii)
– s. 67(8A) inserted by 2024 c. 10 s. 92(2)(c)
– s. 67(11) inserted by 2024 c. 10 s. 92(2)(d)
– s. 68(6)(d) and word inserted by 2024 c. 10 s. 92(3)(b)(ii)
– s. 68(7)(8) inserted by 2024 c. 10 s. 92(3)(c)
– s. 69(1)(d) and word inserted by 2024 c. 10 s. 92(4)(a)
– s. 69(2)(d) and word inserted by 2024 c. 10 s. 92(4)(b)
– s. 69(10) inserted by 2024 c. 10 s. 92(4)(c)
– s. 76(11) inserted by 2024 c. 10 s. 56
– s. 85(1) words omitted (temp.) by S.I. 2019/648 reg. 2(5)(a) (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. Reg. 2(5)(a) substituted (1.9.2020) by S.I. 2020/818,
regs. 1(b), Sch. 6 para. 39(2)(c)(i))

– s. 85(1) words omitted (temp.) by S.I. 2019/648 reg. 2(5)(d) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Reg. 2(5)(a) substituted (1.9.2020) by S.I. 2020/818,
regs. 1(b), Sch. 6 para. 39(2)(c)(ii))

– s. 85(2) added by 1988 c. 54 Sch. 2 para. 17(c)
– s. 97(1)(c)(ia) words repealed by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 3 para. 6(2)(b)Sch. 7(4)
– s. 97(1)(d)(ii) words omitted by S.I. 2018/1251 reg. 2(4)
– s. 97(1ZA) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 38(2)
– s. 108(1BA) inserted by S.I. 2018/1251 reg. 2(5)(c)
– s. 123123A substituted for s. 123 by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 2
– s. 123A(3) words inserted by 2009 c. 17 s. 1(3)
– s. 124(3)-(5) inserted by 2009 c. 17 s. 3
– s. 124(6) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 2(b) (This amendment is to Part 5 of

the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act 2006.
Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125(3A)-(3D) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 3(2) (This amendment is to Part
5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act
2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125(5A) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 3(3) (This amendment is to Part 5 of
the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act 2006.
Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125A(5)-(7E) substituted for s. 125A(5)-(7) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 6(3)
– s. 125ZA inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 5
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– s. 125ZA(2)(b) word omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(2)(a) (This amendment is
to Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125ZA(2)(d) and word inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(2)(b) (This
amendment is to Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to
the Road Safety Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125ZA(4)(c) word omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(3)(c) (This amendment is
to Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125ZA(4)(c) words substituted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(3)(b) (This
amendment is to Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to
the Road Safety Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125ZA(4)(ba)(bb) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(3)(a) (This amendment is
to Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125ZA(4)(ca) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(3)(d) (This amendment is to
Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 126(5) omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 6 (This amendment is to Part 5 of the
Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act 2006.
Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 126A inserted by 2016 c. 16 s. 1(3)
– s. 126A omitted (cond.) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 8A (as inserted) by 2016 c. 16 s.

3(3)
– s. 126A heading words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 3(2) (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 126A(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 3(3)(a) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 126A(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 3(3)(b) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128A inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 11
– s. 128A(4) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 11 (as inserted) by 2016 c. 16 s. 4(4)
– s. 128B inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 9 (This amendment is to Part 5 of the

Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act 2006.
Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 128ZA inserted by 2009 c. 17 s. 1(1)
– s. 128ZB inserted by 2009 c. 17 s. 2
– s. 128AZA128AZB inserted by 2016 c. 16 s. 2(2)
– s. 128AZA128AZB inserted (cond.) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 10A (as inserted) by

2016 c. 16 s. 4(2)
– s. 128AZA128AZB substituted (cond.) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 10A (as inserted)

by 2016 c. 16 s. 4(2)
– s. 128AZA heading words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(2)(a) (This amendment

not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being
in force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128AZA(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(2)(b) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128AZA(4) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(2)(c) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128AZB heading words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(3)(a) (This amendment
not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being
in force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2/paragraph/4/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2/paragraph/4/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2/paragraph/4/3/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2/paragraph/4/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2/paragraph/4/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2/paragraph/4/3/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2/paragraph/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089/regulation/3/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089/regulation/3/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089/regulation/3/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/49
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/49/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/49/schedule/6/paragraph/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/4/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2/paragraph/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/17/section/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/17/section/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/2/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/4/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/4/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089/regulation/4/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089/regulation/4/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089/regulation/4/2/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089/regulation/4/3/a


Road Traffic Act 1988 (c. 52)
Document Generated: 2024-06-30

5

– s. 128AZB(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(3)(b)(i) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128AZB(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(3)(b)(ii) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 131(A1)-(C1) inserted by 2006 c. 49, Sch. 6 para. 13(1A) (as inserted) by S.I.
2023/1286 Sch. 3 para. 92(2)(a)(i)

– s. 131(3)(b)(c) substituted for s. 131(3)(b) and word by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 13(4)
– s. 131(6) inserted by 2016 c. 16 s. 2(4)
– s. 131(6) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 13(9) (as inserted) by 2016 c. 16 s. 4(5)
– s. 131(6) substituted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 13(9) (as inserted) by 2016 c. 16 s.

4(5)
– s. 132-133ZA and cross-heading substituted for ss. 132, 133 and cross-heading by

2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 14
– s. 133(2)(a) words omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 10(a) (This amendment is to

Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 133(2)(b) words omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 10(b) (This amendment is to
Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 133D(1A) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 14(2) (This amendment is to Part
5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act
2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 140(1)(2) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 23(2)
– s. 140(1A) inserted in earlier affecting provision 2006 c. 49, Sch. 6 para. 23(2) by

S.I. 2023/1286 Sch. 3 para. 92(2)(b)
– s. 140(3) s. 140 renumbered as s. 140(3) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 23(1)
– s. 141A(5) words repealed by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 3 para. 24Sch. 7(4)
– s. 143(1A) repealed (cond.) by S.I. 2019/1047 Sch. 2 para. 2 (This amendment

not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The insertion of s. 143(1A) by 2018 c. 18, Sch.
para. 17 was repealed (1.11.2019) by The Motor Vehicles (Compulsory Insurance)
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1047), reg. 1, Sch. 2 para.
1 (with reg. 5) without ever being brought into force.)

– s. 145(3A) word inserted by 2024 c. 10 Sch. 2 para. 4(2)
– s. 173(2)(g)-(gb) substituted for s. 173(2)(g) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 27
– s. 173(2)(n) and word inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 37(8)
– s. 174(1)(da) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 28
– s. 183(6A) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 29
– s. 192(1ZA) inserted by 2024 c. 10 Sch. 2 para. 4(5)(b)
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