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Road Traffic Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 52

PART I U.K.

PRINCIPAL ROAD SAFETY PROVISIONS

Use of motor vehicles away from roads

33 Control of use of footpaths [F1, bridleways and restricted byways] for motor
vehicle trials. E+W+S

(1) A person must not promote or take part in a trial of any description between motor
vehicles on a footpath [F2, bridleway or restricted byway] unless the holding of the
trial has been authorised under this section by the local authority.

(2) A local authority shall not give an authorisation under this section unless satisfied
that consent in writing to the use of any length of footpath [F2, bridleway or restricted
byway] for the purposes of the trial has been given by the owner and by the occupier
of the land over which that length of footpath [F2, bridleway or restricted byway] runs,
and any such authorisation may be given subject to compliance with such conditions
as the authority think fit.

(3) A person who—
(a) contravenes subsection (1) above, or
(b) fails to comply with any conditions subject to which an authorisation under

this section has been granted,
is guilty of an offence.

(4) The holding of a trial authorised under this section is not affected by any statutory
provision prohibiting or restricting the use of footpaths [F3, bridleways or restricted
byways] or a specified footpath [F2, bridleway or restricted byway] ; but this section
does not prejudice any right or remedy of a person as having any interest in land.

(5) In this section “local authority”—
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(a) in relation to England and Wales, means the council of a county, metropolitan
district or London borough, and

(b) in relation to Scotland, means a [F4council constituted under section 2 of the
Local Government etc. (Scotland) Act 1994].

[F5(6) In this section “restricted byway” means a way over which the public have restricted
byway rights within the meaning of Part 2 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act
2000, with or without a right to drive animals of any description along the way, but
no other rights of way.]
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– s. 128AZB(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(3)(b)(i) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128AZB(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(3)(b)(ii) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
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– s. 133(2)(a) words omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 10(a) (This amendment is to
Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 133(2)(b) words omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 10(b) (This amendment is to
Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 133D(1A) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 14(2) (This amendment is to Part
5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act
2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 140(1)(2) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 23(2)
– s. 140(1A) inserted in earlier affecting provision 2006 c. 49, Sch. 6 para. 23(2) by

S.I. 2023/1286 Sch. 3 para. 92(2)(b)
– s. 140(3) s. 140 renumbered as s. 140(3) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 23(1)
– s. 141A(5) words repealed by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 3 para. 24Sch. 7(4)
– s. 143(1A) repealed (cond.) by S.I. 2019/1047 Sch. 2 para. 2 (This amendment

not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The insertion of s. 143(1A) by 2018 c. 18, Sch.
para. 17 was repealed (1.11.2019) by The Motor Vehicles (Compulsory Insurance)
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1047), reg. 1, Sch. 2 para.
1 (with reg. 5) without ever being brought into force.)

– s. 173(2)(g)-(gb) substituted for s. 173(2)(g) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 27
– s. 173(2)(n) and word inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 37(8)
– s. 174(1)(da) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 28
– s. 183(6A) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 29
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