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Road Traffic Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 52

PART II

CONSTRUCTION AND USE OF VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT

Miscellaneous provisions about vehicles and vehicle parts

80 Approval marks.

(1) Where any international agreement to which the United Kingdom is a party or a
Community obligation provides—

(a) for markings to be applied—
(i) to motor vehicle parts of any description to indicate conformity with

a type approved by any country, or
(ii) to a motor vehicle to indicate that the vehicle is fitted with motor

vehicle parts of any description and either that the parts conform with
a type approved by any country or that the vehicle is such that as so
fitted it conforms with a type so approved, and

(b) for motor vehicle parts or, as the case may be, motor vehicles, bearing those
markings to be recognised as complying with the requirements imposed by
the law of another country,

the Secretary of State may by regulations designate the markings as approval marks
F1. . .

(2) Any person who, without being authorised by the competent authority to apply any
approval mark, applies that mark or a mark so nearly resembling it as to be calculated
to deceive is guilty of an offence under the Trade Descriptions Act 1968 F2. . .

(3) The conditions subject to which approval of any type may be given on behalf of
the United Kingdom or the use of approval marks indicating conformity with a type
approved by the United Kingdom may be authorised may include such conditions as
to testing or inspection and the payment of fees as the Secretary of State may impose.

(4) In this section—
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“motor vehicle” means a mechanically propelled vehicle or a vehicle
designed or adapted for towing by a mechanically propelled vehicle,

“motor vehicle part” means any article made or adapted for use as part
of a mechanically propelled vehicle or a vehicle drawn by a mechanically
propelled vehicle, or for use as part of the equipment of any such vehicle, and
shall be treated as including any equipment for the protection of drivers or
passengers in or on a motor vehicle notwithstanding that it does not form part
of, or of the equipment of, that vehicle, and

“the competent authority” means—
(a) as respects any approval marks indicating conformity with a type

approved by the United Kingdom, the Secretary of State, and
(b) as respects any approval marks indicating conformity with a type

approved by any other country, the authority having power under the law
of that country to authorise the use of that mark.
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