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Football Spectators Act 1989
1989 CHAPTER 37

PART II

FOOTBALL MATCHES OUTSIDE ENGLAND AND WALES

Reporting

20 Exemptions from requirement to report as respects a match

(1) A person who is subject to a restriction order may—
(a) as respects a particular designated football match, or
(b) as respects designated football matches played during a period,

apply to the authority empowered to grant exemptions under this section (“the
exempting authority”) to be exempt from the duty to report as respects that match or
matches played during that period.

(2) The enforcing authority may grant exemptions under this section in all cases; but
where the application is for an exemption as respects matches to be played within the
period of five days beginning with the date of the application, or a particular match to
be played within that period, the officer responsible for a police station may, subject
to subsection (3) below, grant the exemption.

(3) The officer responsible for a police station shall not grant an exemption without
referring the question of exemption to the enforcing authority, unless he considers that
it is not reasonably practicable to do so.

(4) The exempting authority shall exempt the applicant from the duty to report if he shows
to the authority’s satisfaction—

(a) that there are special circumstances which justify his being so exempted; and
(b) that, because of those circumstances, he would not attend the match or

matches if he were so exempted.

(5) The exempting authority shall, in taking any decision under subsection (4) above, have
regard to any guidance issued by the Secretary of State under section 21 below.
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(6) Where an exemption is granted by the exempting authority to a person under
subsection (4) above the duties of the authority under section 19(3) above and of that
person to report shall be suspended as respects the match or matches to which the
exemption applies.

(7) A person who is aggrieved by the refusal of the exempting authority to grant him an
exemption under subsection (4) above may, after giving the authority notice in writing
of his intention to do so, appeal to a magistrates' court acting for the petty sessions
area in which he resides.

(8) On any appeal under subsection (7) above the court may make such order as it thinks
fit.

(9) The court may order the appellant to pay all or any part of the costs of an appeal under
subsection (7) above.

(10) Any person commits an offence who, in connection with an application under this
section to be exempted from a duty to report—

(a) makes a statement which he knows to be false or misleading in a material
particular or recklessly makes a statement which is false or misleading in a
material particular, or

(b) produces, furnishes, signs or otherwise makes use of a document which he
knows to be false or misleading in a material particular or recklessly produces,
furnishes, signs or otherwise makes use of a document which is false or
misleading in a material particular.

(11) A person guilty of an offence under subsection (10) above shall be liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.


