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Local Government and Housing Act 1989
1989 CHAPTER 42

PART I

LOCAL AUTHORITY MEMBERS, OFFICERS, STAFF AND COMMITTEES ETC.

Political restriction of officers and staff

1 Disqualification and political restriction of certain officers and staff.

(1) A person shall be disqualified from becoming (whether by election or otherwise) or
remaining a member of a local authority if he holds a politically restricted post under
that local authority or any other local authority in Great Britain.

(2) In the M1House of Commons Disqualification Act 1975, in Part III of Schedule 1 (other
disqualifying offices) there shall be inserted at the appropriate place—

“Person holding a politically restricted post, within the meaning of Part I of the
Local Government and Housing Act 1989, under a local authority, within the
meaning of that Part.”

(3) In section 80 of the M2Local Government Act 1972 (disqualification for election and
holding office as member of local authority)—

(a) in subsection (1)(a) (paid office holders and employees), the words “joint
board, joint authority or” shall be omitted; and

(b) in subsection (6) (extension of meaning of “local authority”), after the word
“includes” there shall be inserted “ a joint board and ”.

(4) In section 31 of the M3Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 (which makes
corresponding provision for Scotland)—

(a) in subsection (1)(a)(ii), the words “or joint board” shall be omitted; and
(b) after subsection (1) there shall be inserted the following subsection—

“(1A) A person is disqualified for being a member of a joint board if he or
a partner of his holds any paid office or employment (other than the
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office of chairman or vice-chairman of the board) or other place of
profit in the gift or disposal of the board.”

(5) The terms of appointment or conditions of employment of every person holding a
politically restricted post under a local authority (including persons appointed to such
posts before the coming into force of this section) shall be deemed to incorporate
such requirements for restricting his political activities as may be prescribed for the
purposes of this subsection by regulations made by the Secretary of State.

(6) Regulations under subsection (5) above may contain such incidental provision and
such supplemental, consequential and transitional provision in connection with their
other provisions as the Secretary of State considers appropriate and, without prejudice
to section 190(1) below, may contain such exceptions for persons appointed in
pursuance of section 9 below as he thinks fit.

(7) So far as it has effect in relation to disqualification for election, this section has effect
with respect to any election occurring not less than two months after the coming into
force of this section and, so far as it relates to becoming in any other way a member of
a local authority, this section has effect with respect to any action which, apart from
this section, would result in a person becoming a member of the authority not less than
two months after the coming into force of this section.

(8) If, immediately before the expiry of the period of two months referred to in
subsection (7) above, a person who is a member of a local authority holds a politically
restricted post under that or any other local authority, nothing in this section shall
apply to him until the expiry of the period for which he was elected or for which he
otherwise became a member of the authority.

[F1(9) In this section a reference to a person holding a politically restricted post under a local
authority includes a reference to every member of the staff of an elected local policing
bodyF2... [F3, [F4and every member of staff of a fire and rescue authority created by an
order under section 4A of the Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004][F4every member
of staff of a fire and rescue authority created by an order under section 4A of the
Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004 and every member of staff of the London Fire
Commissioner]]].

[F5(10) The reference in subsection (9) to every member of the staff of an elected local policing
body does not include a deputy police and crime commissioner.

(11) For the purposes of subsection (1) only, the reference in subsection (9) to every
member of the staff of an elected local policing body does not include the Deputy
Mayor for Policing and Crime appointed under section 19(1)(a) of the Police Reform
and Social Responsibility Act 2011.]
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