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Opticians Act 1989
1989 CHAPTER 44

PART IV

RESTRICTIONS ON TESTING OF SIGHT, FITTING OF CONTACT LENSES, SALE
AND SUPPLY OF OPTICAL APPLIANCES AND USE OF TITLES AND DESCRIPTIONS

[F130A. Legal proceedings

(1) Notwithstanding anything in any enactment, proceedings for an offence under this
Part of this Act may be begun at any time within the period of six months beginning
with the date on which evidence sufficient in the opinion of the Council to justify a
prosecution for the offence comes to the Council’s knowledge, or within a period of
two years beginning with the date of the commission of the offence, whichever period
first expires.

(2) In this section, “enactment” means—
(a) an Act of Parliament;
(b) an Act of the Scottish Parliament;
(c) any Northern Ireland legislation; or
(d) any instrument made under or having effect by virtue of an Act of Parliament,

an Act of the Scottish Parliament or any Northern Ireland legislation.]

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 30A inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(3)-(6) of the amending S.I.) by The

Opticians Act 1989 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/848), art. 21(3) (with art. 21(4), Sch. 2)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/848
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 13D(2)(h)(i) inserted by S.I. 2008/1774 Sch. 2 para. 2 (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. It was due to come into force on the coming into force
of s. 44(1) of the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 (c. 47), see art. 1(4). S.
44(1) was repealed without ever being in force on 10.9.2012 by 2012 c. 9, s. 75(6),
Sch. 10 Pt. 5; S.I. 2012/2234, art. 2)

– s. 13AA inserted by 2008 c. 14 Sch. 7 para. 30
– s. 23I inserted by 2008 c. 14 Sch. 7 para. 46
– s. 23AA inserted by 2008 c. 14 Sch. 7 para. 39
– s. 23CA inserted by 2008 c. 14 Sch. 7 para. 42
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