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Town and Country Planning Act 1990
1990 CHAPTER 8

PART III

CONTROL OVER DEVELOPMENT

Secretary of State’s powers as respects planning applications and decisions

[F176D Deciding applications made under section 62A

(1) An application made to the Secretary of State under section 62A (“a direct
application”) is to be determined by a person appointed by the Secretary of State for
the purpose instead of by the Secretary of State, subject to section 76E.

(2) Where a person has been appointed under subsection (1) or this subsection to
determine a direct application then, at any time before the person has determined the
application, the Secretary of State may—

(a) revoke the person's appointment; and
(b) appoint another person to determine the application instead.

(3) A person appointed under this section to determine an application for planning
permission [F2or permission in principle] made to the Secretary of State under
section 62A has the same powers and duties that the Secretary of State has under
section 76C.

(4) Where a direct application is determined by a person appointed under this section, the
person's decision is to be treated as that of the Secretary of State.

(5) Except as provided by Part 12, the validity of that decision is not to be questioned in
any proceedings whatsoever.

(6) It is not a ground of application to the High Court under section 288 that a direct
application ought to have been determined by the Secretary of State and not by a person
appointed under this section unless the applicant challenges the person's power to
determine the direct application before the person's decision on the direct application
is given.
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(7) Where any enactment (other than this section and section 319A)—
(a) refers (or is to be read as referring) to the Secretary of State in a context

relating to or capable of relating to an application made under section 62A
(otherwise than by referring to the application having been made to the
Secretary of State), or

(b) refers (or is to be read as referring) to anything (other than the making of the
application) done or authorised or required to be done by, to or before the
Secretary of State in connection with any such application,

then, so far as the context permits, the enactment is to be read, in relation to an
application determined or to be determined by a person appointed under this section,
as if the reference to the Secretary of State were or included a reference to that person.]
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