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New Roads and Street Works Act 1991
1991 CHAPTER 22

PART III U.K.

STREET WORKS IN ENGLAND AND WALES

General requirements as to execution of street works

66 Avoidance of unnecessary delay or obstruction. E+W

(1) An undertaker executing street works which involve—
(a) breaking up or opening the street, or any sewer, drain or tunnel under it, or
(b) tunnelling or boring under the street,

shall carry on and complete the works with all such dispatch as is reasonably
practicable.

(2) An undertaker who fails to do so commits an offence and is liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding [F1level 5] on the standard scale.

(3) Where an undertaker executing any street works creates an obstruction in a street to a
greater extent or for a longer period than is reasonably necessary, the street authority
may by notice require him to take such reasonable steps as are specified in the notice
to mitigate or discontinue the obstruction.

(4) If the undertaker fails to comply with such a notice within 24 hours of receiving it, or
any longer period specified in the notice, the authority may take the necessary steps
and recover from him the costs reasonably incurred by them in doing so.
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Extension) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2786), arts. 1, 10(3)
C7 Pt. 3 modified (8.10.2005) by The Leicestershire County Council (Ashby de la Zouch Canal
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Permit Scheme Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/1289), arts. 1, 2, Sch., Appendix D

C48 S. 66 disapplied (5.11.2012) by The Traffic Management (Bedford Borough Council) Permit Scheme
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Scheme Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/2548), arts. 1, 2, Sch., Appendix B

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3168
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3168
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3168/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3168/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3168/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3149
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3149
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3149/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3149/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3149/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3162
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3162
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3162/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3162/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3162/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3169
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3169
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3169/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3169/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3169/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3187
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3187
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3187/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3187/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3187/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3180
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3180
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3180/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3180/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3180/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3188
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3188
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3188/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/3188/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1961
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1961
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1961/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1961/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1961/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1962
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1962
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1962/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1962/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1962/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1957
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1957
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1957/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1957/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1957/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1958
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1958
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1958/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1958/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1958/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1959
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1959
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1959/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1959/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1959/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1956
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1956
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1956/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1956/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1956/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1960
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1960
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1960/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1960/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/1960/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/2600
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/2600
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/2600/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/2600/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/2599
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/2599
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/2599/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/2599/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2011/2599/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1294
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1294
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1294/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1294/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1294/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1294/schedule/appendix/D
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1282
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1282
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1282/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1282/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1282/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1282/schedule/appendix/D
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1286
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1286
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1286/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1286/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1286/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1286/schedule/appendix/D
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1284
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1284
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1284/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1284/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1284/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1284/schedule/appendix/D
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1295
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1295
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1295/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1295/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1295/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1295/schedule/appendix/D
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1289
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1289
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1289/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1289/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1289/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1289/schedule/appendix/D
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2541
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2541
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2541/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2541/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2541/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2541/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2547
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2547
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2547/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2547/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2547/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2547/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2549
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2549
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2549/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2549/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2549/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2549/schedule/appendix/B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2548
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2548
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2548/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2548/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2548/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2548/schedule/appendix/B


4 New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (c. 22)
Part III – Street works in England and Wales

Document Generated: 2024-06-24
Status: Point in time view as at 14/01/2013. This version of this provision has been superseded.

Changes to legislation: New Roads and Street Works Act 1991, Section 66 is up to date with all changes known to
be in force on or before 24 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes
that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

C52 S. 66 disapplied (14.1.2013) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Sutton) Permit Scheme
Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/3106), arts. 1, 2, Sch., Appendix B

C53 S. 66 disapplied (14.1.2013) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Tower Hamlets) Permit
Scheme Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/3107), arts. 1, 2, Sch., Appendix B

C54 S. 66(3)(4): functions of a local authority made exercisable by, or by employees of, such person as
may be authorised in that behalf by the local highway authority whose function it is (23.7.1999) by S.I.
1999/2106, art. 2, Sch. 2 para. 1(j)
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