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New Roads and Street Works Act 1991
1991 CHAPTER 22

PART III U.K.

STREET WORKS IN ENGLAND AND WALES

General requirements as to execution of street works

66 Avoidance of unnecessary delay or obstruction. E+W

(1) An undertaker executing street works which involve—
(a) breaking up or opening the street, or any sewer, drain or tunnel under it, or
(b) tunnelling or boring under the street,

shall carry on and complete the works with all such dispatch as is reasonably
practicable.

(2) An undertaker who fails to do so commits an offence and is liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding [F1level 5] on the standard scale.

(3) Where an undertaker executing any street works creates an obstruction in a street to a
greater extent or for a longer period than is reasonably necessary, the street authority
may by notice require him to take such reasonable steps as are specified in the notice
to mitigate or discontinue the obstruction.

(4) If the undertaker fails to comply with such a notice within 24 hours of receiving it, or
any longer period specified in the notice, the authority may take the necessary steps
and recover from him the costs reasonably incurred by them in doing so.
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Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Pt. 3 modified (11.2.2005) by The Merseytram (Liverpool City Centre to Kirkby) Order 2005 (S.I.

2005/120), arts. 1, 4(1)(2) (with arts. 65, 66)
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Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3141), art. 1, Sch., Appendix B

C24 S. 66 disapplied (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Redbridge) Permit
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C45 S. 66 disapplied (28.11.2011) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Hillingdon) Permit
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Dagenham) Permit Scheme Order 2011 (S.I. 2011/2599), art. 1, Sch., Appendix B

C47 S. 66 disapplied (12.6.2012) by The Traffic Management (Sheffield City Council) Permit Scheme
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C78 S. 66 disapplied (11.11.2013) by The Traffic Management (Surrey County Council) Permit Scheme
Order 2013 (S.I. 2013/2389), arts. 1, 2, Sch. para. 2.12.2

C79 S. 66 disapplied (1.4.2014) by The Traffic Management (Shropshire Council) Permit Scheme Order
2014 (S.I. 2014/466), arts. 1, 2, Sch., Appendix B

C80 S. 66 disapplied (6.5.2014) by The Traffic Management (Norfolk County Council) Permit Scheme
Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/941), arts. 1, 2, Sch., Appendix B

C81 Ss. 54-106 applied (7.7.2014) by The East Anglia ONE Offshore Wind Farm Order 2014 (S.I.
2014/1599), arts. 1, 8(3) (with arts. 37, 38, Sch. 9 para. 19)

C82 Ss. 54-106 applied (6.8.2014) by The Rampion Offshore Wind Farm Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/1873), arts.
1, 15(3) (with arts. 7(6), 12, 13, Sch. 12 Pt. 1 para. 19, Sch. 12 Pt. 2 para. 6, sch. 12 Pt. 3 para. 5, Sch.
12 Pt. 4 para. 4, Sch. 12 Pt. 5 para. 4)

C83 S. 66(3)(4): functions of a local authority made exercisable by, or by employees of, such person as
may be authorised in that behalf by the local highway authority whose function it is (23.7.1999) by S.I.
1999/2106, art. 2, Sch. 2 para. 1(j)
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