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New Roads and Street Works Act 1991
1991 CHAPTER 22

PART III

STREET WORKS IN ENGLAND AND WALES

[F1Inspections

[F173F Guidance about street authority inspections

(1) The Secretary of State may issue or approve guidance to street authorities about any
matter relating to the exercise by them of any power to carry out inspections of street
works.

(2) In exercising their powers to carry out such inspections a street authority shall have
regard to any guidance issued or approved under this section.

(3) In this section any reference to inspections includes the carrying out of investigatory
works.]

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 73F and cross-heading inserted (6.4.2015 for E.) by Traffic Management Act 2004 (c. 18), ss. 59,

99(1); S.I. 2015/199, art. 2

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Pt. 3 applied (with modifications) (2.8.2016) by The Midland Metro (Wolverhampton City Centre

Extension) Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/684), arts. 1, 5(1)(2) (with arts. 46, 47, Sch. 8 para. 2(7), Sch. 9 para.
4, Sch. 10 para. 12(2))

C2 Pt. 3 modified (23.9.2016) by The M4 Motorway (Junctions 3 to 12) (Smart Motorway) Development
Consent Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/863), arts. 1, 9(2)

C3 Pt. 3 modified (29.3.2017) by The Glyn Rhonwy Pumped Storage Generating Station Order 2017 (S.I.
2017/330), arts. 1, 12(1) (with art. 31)

C4 Pt. 3 applied (with modifications) (27.2.2020) by The A30 Chiverton to Carland Cross Development
Consent Order 2020 (S.I. 2020/121), arts. 1, 12(1)(2) (with art. 3(1))
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C5 Pt. 3 modified (11.6.2020) by The M42 Junction 6 Development Consent Order 2020 (S.I. 2020/528),
arts. 1, 13(1)(2) (with art. 37)

C6 Pt. 3 modified (9.2.2021) by The A1 Birtley to Coal House Development Consent Order 2021 (S.I.
2021/74), arts. 1, 10(1)(2) (with art. 5, Sch. 27 para. 36)

C7 Pt. 3 modified (11.8.2022) by The Sizewell C (Nuclear Generating Station) Order 2022 (S.I.
2022/853), arts. 1, 15(1) (with arts. 62, 76, 87)
Pt. 3 modified (2.9.2022) by The A47 North Tuddenham to Easton Development Consent Order 2022
(S.I. 2022/911), arts. 1, 10(1)(2) (with arts. 4, 53)

C8 Pt. 3 modified (7.12.2022) by The A57 Link Roads Development Consent Order 2022 (S.I.
2022/1206), arts. 1, 11(1)(2) (with art. 5)

C9 Pt. 3 modified (7.12.2022) by The A417 Missing Link Development Consent Order 2022 (S.I.
2022/1248), arts. 1, 12(1)(2) (with art. 4)

C10 Pt. 3 modified (10.3.2023) by The A47 Wansford to Sutton Development Consent Order 2023 (S.I.
2023/218), arts. 1, 11(1)(2) (with arts. 4, 50)

C11 Pt. 3 modified (27.7.2023) by The Boston Alternative Energy Facility Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/778), arts.
1, 11(2) (with arts. 5, 53, Sch. 8 paras. 6, 64)

C12 Pt. 3 modified (7.9.2023) by The A38 Derby Junctions Development Consent Order 2023 (S.I.
2023/923), arts. 1, 12(1)(2) (with arts. 4, 45, Sch. 9 paras. 6, 46, 54(1))

C13 Ss. 54-106 applied (23.6.2015) by The Norfolk County Council (Norwich Northern Distributor Road
(A1067 to A47(T))) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/1347), arts. 1, 9(2)

C14 Ss. 54-106 applied (30.6.2015) by The Swansea Bay Tidal Generating Station Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1386), arts. 1, 9(3) (with arts. 51, 53)

C15 Ss. 54-106 applied (7.8.2015) by The Preesall Underground Gas Storage Facility Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1561), arts. 1, 9(3) (with art. 44)

C16 Ss. 54-106 applied (14.8.2015) by The Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station) Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1570), arts. 1, 10(3)

C17 Ss. 54-106 applied (26.8.2015) by The Dogger Bank Teesside A and B Offshore Wind Farm
Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/1592), arts. 1, 14(3) (with arts. 35, 40, 41)

C18 Ss. 54-106 applied (19.11.2015) by The Ferrybridge Multifuel 2 Power Station Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1832), arts. 1(2), 9(3)

C19 Ss. 54-106 applied (30.12.2015) by The Port Talbot Steelworks Generating Station Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1984), arts. 1, 9(3) (with art. 26)

C20 Ss. 54-106 applied (with modifications) (25.3.2016) by The Thorpe Marsh Gas Pipeline Order 2016
(S.I. 2016/297), arts. 1, 12(3) (with art. 39)

C21 Ss. 54-106 applied (2.8.2016) by The Meaford Gas Fired Generating Station Order 2016 (S.I.
2016/779), arts. 1, 11(3)

C22 Ss. 54-106 applied (10.8.2016) by The York Potash Harbour Facilities Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/772),
arts. 1, 10(3) (with arts. 35, 36)

C23 Ss. 54-106 applied (19.8.2016) by The North Wales Wind Farms Connection Order 2016 (S.I.
2016/818), arts. 1, 10(5) (with art. 35)

C24 Ss. 54-106 applied (with modifications) (15.9.2016) by The River Humber Gas Pipeline Replacement
Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/853), arts. 1, 11(3) (with art. 43)

C25 Ss. 54-106 applied (23.9.2016) by The M4 Motorway (Junctions 3 to 12) (Smart Motorway)
Development Consent Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/863), arts. 1, 11(3)

C26 Ss. 54-106 applied (27.9.2016) by The Triton Knoll Electrical System Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/880), arts.
1(2), 8(3) (with arts. 39, 40, Sch. 8 para. 19)

C27 Ss. 54-106 applied (18.3.2017) by The North London Heat and Power Generating Station Order 2017
(S.I. 2017/215), arts. 1, 10(3)

C28 Ss. 54-106 applied (29.3.2017) by The Glyn Rhonwy Pumped Storage Generating Station Order 2017
(S.I. 2017/330), arts. 1, 10(3) (with art. 31)

C29 Ss. 54-106 applied (5.4.2017) by The Keuper Underground Gas Storage Facility Order 2017 (S.I.
2017/433), arts. 1, 10(4)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/528
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/528/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/528/article/13/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/528/article/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/74
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/74
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/74/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/74/article/10/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/74/article/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/74/schedule/27/paragraph/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853/article/15/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853/article/62
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853/article/76
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853/article/87
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/part/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/911
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/911
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/911/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/911/article/10/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/911/article/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/911/article/53
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/part/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1206
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1206
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1206/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1206/article/11/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1206/article/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/part/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1248
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1248
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1248/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1248/article/12/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1248/article/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/part/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/218
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/218
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/218/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/218/article/11/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/218/article/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/218/article/50
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/part/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/778
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/778/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/778/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/778/article/11/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/778/article/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/778/article/53
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/778/schedule/8/paragraph/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/778/schedule/8/paragraph/64
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/part/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/923
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/923
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/923/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/923/article/12/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/923/article/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/923/article/45
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/923/schedule/9/paragraph/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/923/schedule/9/paragraph/46
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/923/schedule/9/paragraph/54/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1347
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1347
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1347/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1347/article/9/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1386
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1386
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1386/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1386/article/9/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1386/article/51
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1386/article/53
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1561
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1561
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1561/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1561/article/9/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1561/article/44
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1570
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1570
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1570/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1570/article/10/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1592
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1592
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1592/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1592/article/14/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1592/article/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1592/article/40
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1592/article/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1832
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1832
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1832/article/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1832/article/9/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1984
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1984
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1984/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1984/article/9/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1984/article/26
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/297
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/297
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/297/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/297/article/12/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/297/article/39
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/779
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/779
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/779/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/779/article/11/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/772
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/772/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/772/article/10/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/772/article/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/772/article/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/818
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/818
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/818/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/818/article/10/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/818/article/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/853
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/853
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/853/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/853/article/11/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/853/article/43
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/863
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/863
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/863/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/863/article/11/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/880
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/880/article/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/880/article/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/880/article/8/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/880/article/39
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/880/article/40
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/880/schedule/8/paragraph/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/215
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/215
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/215/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/215/article/10/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/330
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/330
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/330/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/330/article/10/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/330/article/31
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/433
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/433
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/433/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/433/article/10/4


New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (c. 22)
Part III – Street works in England and Wales
Document Generated: 2024-08-23

3

Status: Point in time view as at 13/03/2024.
Changes to legislation: New Roads and Street Works Act 1991, Section 73F is up to date with all changes known to
be in force on or before 23 August 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes
that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

C30 Ss. 54-106 applied (8.8.2017) by The Wrexham Gas Fired Generating Station Order 2017 (S.I.
2017/766), arts. 1, 10(3)

C31 Ss. 54-106 applied (29.8.2017) by The East Anglia THREE Offshore Wind Farm Order 2017 (S.I.
2017/826), arts. 1, 8(3) (with arts. 5(9), 36, 37, Sch. 8 para. 34)

C32 Ss. 54-106 applied (12.10.2018) by The Eggborough Gas Fired Generating Station Order 2018 (S.I.
2018/1020), arts. 1, 8(3) (with arts. 6, 42)

C33 Ss. 54-106 applied (3.4.2019) by The Millbrook Gas Fired Generating Station Order 2019 (S.I.
2019/578), arts. 1, 9(3)

C34 Ss. 54-106 applied (10.10.2019) by The Abergelli Power Gas Fired Generating Station Order 2019
(S.I. 2019/1268), arts. 1, 9(3)

C35 Ss. 54-106 applied (25.10.2019) by The Drax Power (Generating Stations) Order 2019 (S.I.
2019/1315), arts. 1, 9(3)

C36 Ss. 54-106 applied (27.2.2020) by The A30 Chiverton to Carland Cross Development Consent Order
2020 (S.I. 2020/121), arts. 1, 11(3) (with art. 3(1))

C37 Ss. 54-106 applied (14.4.2020) by The Reinforcement to the North Shropshire Electricity Distribution
Network Order 2020 (S.I. 2020/325), arts. 1, 10(4) (with art. 7)

C38 Ss. 54-106 applied (1.5.2020) by The Riverside Energy Park Order 2020 (S.I. 2020/419), arts. 1, 11(3)
(with art. 7)

C39 Ss. 54-106 applied (11.6.2020) by The M42 Junction 6 Development Consent Order 2020 (S.I.
2020/528), arts. 1, 12(3) (with art. 37)

C40 Ss. 54-106 applied (1.9.2020) by The Immingham Open Cycle Gas Turbine Order 2020 (S.I.
2020/847), arts. 1, 9(3) (with Sch. 9 para. 144)

C41 Ss. 54-106 applied (9.2.2021) by The A1 Birtley to Coal House Development Consent Order 2021
(S.I. 2021/74), arts. 1, 12(3) (with art. 5, Sch. 27 para. 36)

C42 Ss. 54-106 applied (22.12.2021) by The Morlais Demonstration Zone Order 2021 (S.I. 2021/1478),
arts. 1, 7, Sch. 10 para. 2 (with arts. 15, 50, Sch. 11 para. 29)

C43 Ss. 54-106 applied (10.3.2022) by The Thurrock Flexible Generation Plant Development Consent
Order 2022 (S.I. 2022/157), arts. 1, 11(3) (with Sch. 8 Pt. 6 para. 19)

C44 Ss. 54-106 applied (11.8.2022) by The Sizewell C (Nuclear Generating Station) Order 2022 (S.I.
2022/853), arts. 1, 14(4) (with arts. 15, 62, 76, 87)

C45 Ss. 54-106 applied (2.9.2022) by The A47 North Tuddenham to Easton Development Consent Order
2022 (S.I. 2022/911), arts. 1, 14(3) (with arts. 4, 53)
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C56 Ss. 54-106 applied (13.3.2024) by The Medworth Energy from Waste Combined Heatnd Power
Facility Order 2024 (S.I. 2024/230), arts. 1, 10 (with Sch. 11 paras. 5, 22, 37, 47, 82, 110)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/230
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/230
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/230/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/230/article/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/230/schedule/11/paragraph/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/230/schedule/11/paragraph/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/230/schedule/11/paragraph/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/230/schedule/11/paragraph/47
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/230/schedule/11/paragraph/82
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/230/schedule/11/paragraph/110


New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (c. 22)
Document Generated: 2024-08-23

5

Status: 
Point in time view as at 13/03/2024.

Changes to legislation: 
New Roads and Street Works Act 1991, Section 73F is up to date with all changes known to
be in force on or before 23 August 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force
at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with
annotations.


