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New Roads and Street Works Act 1991
1991 CHAPTER 22

PART III

STREET WORKS IN ENGLAND AND WALES

Duties and liabilities of undertakers with respect to apparatus

82 Liability for damage or loss caused.

(1) An undertaker shall compensate—
(a) the street authority or any other relevant authority in respect of any damage

or loss suffered by the authority in their capacity as such, and
(b) any other person having apparatus in the street in respect of any expense

reasonably incurred in making good damage to that apparatus,
as a result of the execution by the undertaker of street works or any event of a kind
mentioned in subsection (2).

(2) The events referred to in subsection (1) are any explosion, ignition, discharge or other
event occurring to gas, electricity, water or any other thing required for the purposes
of a supply or service afforded by an undertaker which—

(a) at the time of or immediately before the event in question was in apparatus
of the undertaker in the street, or

(b) had been in such apparatus before that event and had escaped therefrom in
circumstances which contributed to its occurrence.

(3) The liability of an undertaker under this section arises—
(a) whether or not the damage or loss is attributable to negligence on his part or

on the part of any person for whom he is responsible, and
(b) notwithstanding that he is acting in pursuance of a statutory duty.

(4) However, his liability under this section does not extend to damage or loss which is
attributable to misconduct or negligence on the part of—
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(a) the person suffering the damage or loss, or any person for whom he is
responsible, or

(b) a third party, that is, a person for whom neither the undertaker nor the person
suffering the damage or loss is responsible.

(5) For the purposes of this section the persons for whom a person is responsible are his
contractors and any person in his employ or that of his contractors.

(88) Nothing in this section shall be taken as exonerating an undertaker from any liability
to which he would otherwise be subject.
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C41 Ss. 54-106 applied (2.8.2016) by The Meaford Gas Fired Generating Station Order 2016 (S.I.
2016/779), arts. 1, 11(3)

C42 Ss. 54-106 applied (10.8.2016) by The York Potash Harbour Facilities Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/772),
arts. 1, 10(3) (with arts. 35, 36)

C43 Ss. 54-106 applied (19.8.2016) by The North Wales Wind Farms Connection Order 2016 (S.I.
2016/818), arts. 1, 10(5) (with art. 35)

C44 Ss. 54-106 applied (with modifications) (15.9.2016) by The River Humber Gas Pipeline Replacement
Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/853), arts. 1, 11(3) (with art. 43)

C45 Ss. 54-106 applied (23.9.2016) by The M4 Motorway (Junctions 3 to 12) (Smart Motorway)
Development Consent Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/863), arts. 1, 11(3)

C46 Ss. 54-106 applied (27.9.2016) by The Triton Knoll Electrical System Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/880), arts.
1(2), 8(3) (with arts. 39, 40, Sch. 8 para. 19)

C47 Ss. 54-106 applied (18.3.2017) by The North London Heat and Power Generating Station Order 2017
(S.I. 2017/215), arts. 1, 10(3)

C48 Ss. 54-106 applied (29.3.2017) by The Glyn Rhonwy Pumped Storage Generating Station Order 2017
(S.I. 2017/330), arts. 1, 10(3) (with art. 31)

C49 Ss. 54-106 applied (5.4.2017) by The Keuper Underground Gas Storage Facility Order 2017 (S.I.
2017/433), arts. 1, 10(4)

C50 Ss. 54-106 applied (8.8.2017) by The Wrexham Gas Fired Generating Station Order 2017 (S.I.
2017/766), arts. 1, 10(3)

C51 Ss. 54-106 applied (29.8.2017) by The East Anglia THREE Offshore Wind Farm Order 2017 (S.I.
2017/826), arts. 1, 8(3) (with arts. 5(9), 36, 37, Sch. 8 para. 34)

C52 Ss. 54-106 applied (12.10.2018) by The Eggborough Gas Fired Generating Station Order 2018 (S.I.
2018/1020), arts. 1, 8(3) (with arts. 6, 42)

C53 Ss. 54-106 applied (3.4.2019) by The Millbrook Gas Fired Generating Station Order 2019 (S.I.
2019/578), arts. 1, 9(3)

C54 Ss. 54-106 applied (10.10.2019) by The Abergelli Power Gas Fired Generating Station Order 2019
(S.I. 2019/1268), arts. 1, 9(3)

C55 Ss. 54-106 applied (25.10.2019) by The Drax Power (Generating Stations) Order 2019 (S.I.
2019/1315), arts. 1, 9(3)

C56 Ss. 54-106 applied (27.2.2020) by The A30 Chiverton to Carland Cross Development Consent Order
2020 (S.I. 2020/121), arts. 1, 11(3) (with art. 3(1))

C57 Ss. 54-106 applied (14.4.2020) by The Reinforcement to the North Shropshire Electricity Distribution
Network Order 2020 (S.I. 2020/325), arts. 1, 10(4) (with art. 7)

C58 Ss. 54-106 applied (1.5.2020) by The Riverside Energy Park Order 2020 (S.I. 2020/419), arts. 1, 11(3)
(with art. 7)

C59 Ss. 54-106 applied (11.6.2020) by The M42 Junction 6 Development Consent Order 2020 (S.I.
2020/528), arts. 1, 12(3) (with art. 37)

C60 Ss. 54-106 applied (1.9.2020) by The Immingham Open Cycle Gas Turbine Order 2020 (S.I.
2020/847), arts. 1, 9(3) (with Sch. 9 para. 144)

C61 Ss. 54-106 applied (9.2.2021) by The A1 Birtley to Coal House Development Consent Order 2021
(S.I. 2021/74), arts. 1, 12(3) (with art. 5, Sch. 27 para. 36)

C62 Ss. 54-106 applied (22.12.2021) by The Morlais Demonstration Zone Order 2021 (S.I. 2021/1478),
arts. 1, 7, Sch. 10 para. 2 (with arts. 15, 50, Sch. 11 para. 29)

C63 Ss. 54-106 applied (10.3.2022) by The Thurrock Flexible Generation Plant Development Consent
Order 2022 (S.I. 2022/157), arts. 1, 11(3) (with Sch. 8 Pt. 6 para. 19)

C64 Ss. 54-106 applied (11.8.2022) by The Sizewell C (Nuclear Generating Station) Order 2022 (S.I.
2022/853), arts. 1, 14(4) (with arts. 15, 62, 76, 87)

C65 Ss. 54-106 applied (2.9.2022) by The A47 North Tuddenham to Easton Development Consent Order
2022 (S.I. 2022/911), arts. 1, 14(3) (with arts. 4, 53)

C66 Ss. 54-106 applied (with modifications) (4.11.2022) by The A47/A11 Thickthorn Junction
Development Consent Order 2022 (S.I. 2022/1070), arts. 1, 15(3) (with arts. 4, 52, Sch. 9 para. 82)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/779
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/779
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/779/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/779/article/11/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/772
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/772/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/772/article/10/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/772/article/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/772/article/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/818
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/818
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/818/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/818/article/10/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/818/article/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/853
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/853
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/853/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/853/article/11/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/853/article/43
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/863
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/863
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/863/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/863/article/11/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/880
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/880/article/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/880/article/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/880/article/8/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/880/article/39
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/880/article/40
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/880/schedule/8/paragraph/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/215
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/215
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/215/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/215/article/10/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/330
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/330
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/330/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/330/article/10/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/330/article/31
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/433
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/433
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/433/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/433/article/10/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/766
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/766
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/766/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/766/article/10/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/826
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/826
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/826/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/826/article/8/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/826/article/5/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/826/article/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/826/article/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/826/schedule/8/paragraph/34
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1020
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1020
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1020/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1020/article/8/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1020/article/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1020/article/42
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/578
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/578
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/578/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/578/article/9/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1268
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1268
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1268/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1268/article/9/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1315
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1315
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1315/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1315/article/9/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/121
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/121
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/121/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/121/article/11/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/121/article/3/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/325
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/325
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/325/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/325/article/10/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/325/article/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/419/regulation/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/419/article/11/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/419/article/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/528
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/528
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/528/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/528/article/12/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/528/article/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/847
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/847
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/847/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/847/article/9/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/847/schedule/9/paragraph/144
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/74
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/74
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/74/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/74/article/12/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/74/article/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/74/schedule/27/paragraph/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2021/1478
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2021/1478/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2021/1478/article/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2021/1478/schedule/10/paragraph/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2021/1478/article/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2021/1478/article/50
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2021/1478/schedule/11/paragraph/29
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/157
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/157
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/157/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/157/article/11/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/157/schedule/8/part/6/paragraph/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853/article/14/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853/article/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853/article/62
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853/article/76
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853/article/87
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/911
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/911
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/911/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/911/article/14/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/911/article/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/911/article/53
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1070
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1070
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1070/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1070/article/15/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1070/article/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1070/article/52
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1070/schedule/9/paragraph/82


New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (c. 22)
Part III – Street works in England and Wales
Document Generated: 2024-06-01

5

Status: Point in time view as at 11/03/2024.
Changes to legislation: New Roads and Street Works Act 1991, Section 82 is up to date with all changes known to
be in force on or before 01 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes
that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

C67 Ss. 54-106 applied (7.12.2022) by The A57 Link Roads Development Consent Order 2022 (S.I.
2022/1206), arts. 1, 10(3) (with arts. 5, 11)

C68 Ss. 54-106 applied (7.12.2022) by The A417 Missing Link Development Consent Order 2022 (S.I.
2022/1248), arts. 1, 11(3) (with arts. 4, 12)

C69 Ss. 54-106 applied (29.12.2022) by The Keadby 3 (Carbon Capture Equipped Gas Fired Generating
Station) Order 2022 (S.I. 2022/1396), arts. 1, 9(3) (with art. 32, Sch. 10 paras. 26(2), 68)

C70 Ss. 54-106 applied (10.3.2023) by The A47 Wansford to Sutton Development Consent Order 2023
(S.I. 2023/218), arts. 1, 15(3) (with arts. 4, 50)

C71 Ss. 54-106 applied (18.7.2023) by The Longfield Solar Farm Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/734), arts. 1, 8(3)
C72 Ss. 54-106 applied (27.7.2023) by The Boston Alternative Energy Facility Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/778),

arts. 1, 10(3) (with arts. 5, 53, Sch. 8 paras. 6, 64)
C73 Ss. 54-106 applied (7.9.2023) by The A38 Derby Junctions Development Consent Order 2023 (S.I.

2023/923), arts. 1, 11(3) (with arts. 4, 45, Sch. 9 paras. 6, 46, 54(1))
C74 Ss. 54-106 applied (7.2.2024) by The Drax Power Station Bioenergy with Carbon Capture and Storage

Extension Order 2024 (S.I. 2024/70), arts. 1, 9(3) (with art. 43, Sch. 12 paras. 5, 24)
C75 Ss. 54-106 applied (11.3.2024) by The Net Zero Teesside Order 2024 (S.I. 2024/174), arts. 1, 11(3)

(with arts. 42, 43, Sch. 12 paras. 5, 51, 91, 129, 136, 234, 345, 356)
C76 S. 82(1): functions of a local authority made exercisable by, or by employees of, such person as may

be authorised in that behalf by the local highway authority whose function it is (23.7.1999) by S.I.
1999/2106, art. 2, Sch. 2 paras. 1(p), 3(b)

C77 S. 82(2) applied (2.10.2014) by The Clocaenog Forest Wind Farm Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/2441), arts. 1,
13(2)(3) (with art. 33)
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