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Severn Bridges Act 1992
1992 CHAPTER 3

PART II

OPERATION OF SEVERN BRIDGES

Tolls

8 Vehicles subject to tolls.

(1) Tolls may be levied in respect of the following descriptions of vehicles (and no others)
—

(a) motor cars and motor caravans (category 1 vehicles),
(b) small goods vehicles and small buses (category 2 vehicles), and
(c) other goods vehicles and buses (category 3 vehicles);

and where a vehicle would otherwise fall within more than one category it shall be
taken for the purposes of this Act to fall only within that with the lower or lowest
number.

(2) In this section—
“motor car” has the meaning given by section 185 of the M1Road Traffic

Act 1988,
“motor caravan” means a motor vehicle constructed or adapted for the

carriage of passengers and their effects which contains, as permanently
installed equipment, the facilities which are reasonably necessary for enabling
the vehicle to provide mobile living accommodation for its users,

“goods vehicle” means a motor vehicle constructed or adapted for use for
the carriage or haulage of goods or burden of any description, and

“bus” means a motor vehicle constructed or adapted to carry more than
eight passengers.

(3) For the purposes of this section—
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(a) a small goods vehicle is a goods vehicle which has an operating weight for
the purposes of section 138 of the M2Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 not
exceeding 3,500 kilograms, and

(b) a small bus is a bus constructed or adapted to carry not more than sixteen
passengers.

(4) The Secretary of State may by order make such amendments of subsections (2) and
(3) above as he considers necessary or expedient.

(5) Tolls may not be levied in respect of—
(a) a vehicle being used in the discharge of the functions of a fire authority under

the Fire Services Acts 1947 to 1959,
(b) a vehicle being used for police purposes,
(c) a vehicle exempt from duty under the M3Vehicles (Excise) Act 1971 by virtue

of section 7(4) of that Act (civil defence vehicles),
(d) a vehicle exempt from duty under the Vehicles (Excise) Act 1971 under—

(i) section 4(1)(c) of that Act (ambulances),
(ii) section 4(1)(kb) of that Act (vehicles other than ambulances used by

recognised bodies for the carriage of disabled persons), or
(iii) section 7(2) of that Act (vehicles of certain persons in receipt of

disability living allowance and certain other disabled persons),
(e) a vehicle being driven by a disabled person, or being used for the carriage

of one or more disabled persons, which displays a current disabled person’s
badge issued under—

(i) section 21 of the M4Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1970,
or

(ii) section 14 of the M5Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons (Northern
Ireland) Act 1978,

(f) a vehicle being used in connection with—
(i) the collection of tolls, or

(ii) the inspection, maintenance, improvement or renewal of, or other
dealing with, either of the bridges or toll plaza areas or any of
the highways carried by the bridges, within the toll plaza areas
or connecting the new toll plaza area and the new bridge (or
any structure, works or apparatus on, under or over any of those
highways),

(g) a vehicle which, having broken down on either of the bridges while travelling
in one direction, is travelling in the opposite direction otherwise than under
its own power, or

(h) a vehicle of a description specified in an order made by the Secretary of State
as a description of vehicle in respect of which tolls may not be levied.
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