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Pension Schemes (Northern
Ireland) Act 1993

1993 CHAPTER 49

PART IV

PROTECTION FOR EARLY LEAVERS

I

PRESERVATION OF BENEFIT UNDER OCCUPATIONAL SCHEMES

70 Computation of short service benefit

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a scheme must provide for short service
benefit to be computed on the same basis as long service benefit.

(2) For that purpose, no account is to be taken of any rule making it (directly or indirectly)
a condition of entitlement to benefit that pensionable service shall have been of any
minimum duration.

(3) Subsection (1) does not apply to so much of any benefit as accrues at a higher rate, or
otherwise more favourably, in the case—

(a) of members with a period of pensionable service of some specified minimum
length, or

(b) of members remaining in pensionable service up to some specified minimum
age.

(4) Subsection (1) does not apply to so much of any benefit as is of an amount or at a rate
unrelated to length of pensionable service or to the number or amount of contributions
paid by or for the member.

(5) Regulations may provide that subsection (1) shall not apply to any category of schemes
or members, or description of benefit.
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(6) So far as any short service benefit is not required to be computed in accordance with
subsection (1), it must be computed on the basis of uniform accrual, so that at the time
when pensionable service is terminated, it bears the same proportion to long service
benefit as the period of that service bears to the period from the beginning of that
service to the time when the member would attain normal pension age or such lower
age as may be prescribed.

(7) Where long service benefit is related to a member’s earnings at, or in a specified period
before, the time when he attains normal pension age, short service benefit must be
related, in a corresponding manner, to his earnings at, or in the same period before,
the time when his pensionable service is terminated.

(8) A scheme must comply with any regulations relating to the basis of computation of
short service benefit, including regulations providing for the avoidance of fractional
amounts and otherwise to facilitate computation.


