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Prisoners and Criminal
Proceedings (Scotland) Act 1993

1993 CHAPTER 9

PART I

DETENTION, TRANSFER AND RELEASE OF OFFENDERS

Early release

[F11AA Release of certain sexual offenders

(1) As soon as a prisoner to whom this section applies has served one-half of his sentence
the Scottish Ministers are to release him on licence.

(2) This section applies to any short-term prisoner—
(a) sentenced to a term of 6 months or more; and
(b) who, by virtue of the conviction in respect of which that sentence was

imposed, is subject to the notification requirements of Part 2 of the Sexual
Offences Act 2003 (c. 42).

(3) It is immaterial, for the purposes of subsections (1) and (2) above, when the offence
of which the prisoner was convicted was committed.

(4) But this section does not apply to a prisoner who was released under section 1(1) of
this Act in relation to the sentence mentioned in subsection (2)(a) above before the
date on which section 15(3) of the Management of Offenders etc. (Scotland) Act 2005
(asp 14) came into force (except that where the prisoner is serving terms which by
virtue of section 27(5) of this Act fall to be treated as a single term, the reference in the
preceding provisions of this subsection to his being released in relation to the sentence
mentioned in subsection (2)(a) above is to be construed as a reference to his being
released in relation to the single term).

(5) Section 17 of this Act applies to such short-term prisoners as are mentioned in
subsection (2) above as that section applies to long-term prisoners.
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(6) Where a prisoner is released on licence under this section, the licence (unless revoked)
remains in force until the entire period specified in his sentence (reckoned from
the commencement of the sentence) has elapsed; but this subsection is subject to
subsections (7) and (8) below.

(7) Where the prisoner is serving terms which by virtue of section 27(5) of this Act fall
to be treated as a single term the licence (unless revoked) remains in force until the
relevant period (reckoned from the commencement of the single term) has elapsed.

(8) The “relevant period” mentioned in subsection (7) above is—
(a) the single term after deduction of half the number of days (if any) by which

that term exceeds what it would be were there disregarded in determining it
such terms (if any) as are imposed for a conviction other than one by virtue
of which the prisoner is subject to the notification requirements mentioned in
subsection (2)(b) above; or

(b) if to disregard such terms as are so imposed would have the consequence—
(i) that there would not remain two or more terms to treat as a single

term; or
(ii) that though two or more terms would remain they would no longer be

consecutive or wholly or partly concurrent,
the single term after deduction of half the number of days (if any) by which
that term exceeds the term imposed for the conviction, or as the case may
be the terms imposed for the convictions, by virtue of which the prisoner is
subject to those requirements.]

[F2(9) This section does not apply in relation to a person to whom section 1AB applies.]
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