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Value Added Tax Act 1994
1994 CHAPTER 23

PART III

APPLICATION OF ACT IN PARTICULAR CASES

56 Fuel for private use.

(1) The provisions of this section apply where, in any prescribed accounting period, fuel
which is or has previously been supplied to or imported or manufactured by a taxable
person in the course of his business—

(a) is provided or to be provided by the taxable person to an individual for private
use in his own vehicle or a vehicle allocated to him and is so provided by
reason of that individual’s employment; or

(b) where the taxable person is an individual, is appropriated or to be appropriated
by him for private use in his own vehicle; or

(c) where the taxable person is a partnership, is provided or to be provided to any
of the individual partners for private use in his own vehicle.

(2) For the purposes of this section fuel shall not be regarded as provided to any person
for his private use if it is supplied at a price which—

(a) in the case of fuel supplied to or imported by the taxable person, is not less
than the price at which it was so supplied or imported; and

(b) in the case of fuel manufactured by the taxable person, is not less than the
aggregate of the cost of the raw material and of manufacturing together with
any excise duty thereon.

(3) For the purposes of this section and section 57—
(a) “fuel for private use” means fuel which, having been supplied to or imported

or manufactured by a taxable person in the course of his business, is or is to be
provided or appropriated for private use as mentioned in subsection (1) above;

(b) any reference to fuel supplied to a taxable person shall include a reference
to fuel acquired by a taxable person from another member State and any
reference to fuel imported by a taxable person shall be confined to a reference
to fuel imported by that person from a place outside the member States;
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(c) any reference to an individual’s own vehicle shall be construed as including
any vehicle of which for the time being he has the use, other than a vehicle
allocated to him;

(d) subject to subsection (9) below, a vehicle shall at any time be taken to be
allocated to an individual if at that time it is made available (without any
transfer of the property in it) either to the individual himself or to any other
person, and is so made available by reason of the individual’s employment
and for private use; and

(e) fuel provided by an employer to an employee and fuel provided to any person
for private use in a vehicle which, by virtue of paragraph (d) above, is for the
time being taken to be allocated to the employee shall be taken to be provided
to the employee by reason of his employment.

(4) Where under section 43 any bodies corporate are treated as members of a group, any
provision of fuel by a member of the group to an individual shall be treated for the
purposes of this section as provision by the representative member.

(5) In relation to the taxable person, tax on the supply, acquisition or importation of fuel
for private use shall be treated for the purposes of this Act as input tax, notwithstanding
that the fuel is not used or to be used for the purposes of a business carried on by the
taxable person (and, accordingly, no apportionment of VAT shall fall to be made under
section 24(5) by reference to fuel for private use).

(6) At the time at which fuel for private use is put into the fuel tank of an individual’s own
vehicle or of a vehicle allocated to him, the fuel shall be treated for the purposes of
this Act as supplied to him by the taxable person in the course or furtherance of his
business for a consideration determined in accordance with subsection (7) below (and,
accordingly, where the fuel is appropriated by the taxable person to his own private
use, he shall be treated as supplying it to himself in his private capacity).

(7) In any prescribed accounting period of the taxable person in which, by virtue of
subsection (6) above, he is treated as supplying fuel for private use to an individual,
the consideration for all the supplies made to that individual in that period in respect of
any one vehicle shall be that which, by virtue of section 57, is appropriate to a vehicle
of that description, and that consideration shall be taken to be inclusive of VAT.

(8) In any case where—
(a) in any prescribed accounting period, fuel for private use is, by virtue of

subsection (6) above, treated as supplied to an individual in respect of one
vehicle for a part of the period and in respect of another vehicle for another
part of the period; and

(b) at the end of that period one of those vehicles neither belongs to him nor is
allocated to him,

subsection (7) above shall have effect as if the supplies made to the individual during
those parts of the period were in respect of only one vehicle.

(9) In any prescribed accounting period a vehicle shall not be regarded as allocated to an
individual by reason of his employment if—

(a) in that period it was made available to, and actually used by, more than one
of the employees of one or more employers and, in the case of each of them,
it was made available to him by reason of his employment but was not in that
period ordinarily used by any one of them to the exclusion of the others; and
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(b) in the case of each of the employees, any private use of the vehicle made by
him in that period was merely incidental to his other use of it in that period; and

(c) it was in that period not normally kept overnight on or in the vicinity of any
residential premises where any of the employees was residing, except while
being kept overnight on premises occupied by the person making the vehicle
available to them.

(10) In this section and section 57—
“employment” includes any office; and related expressions shall be

construed accordingly;
“vehicle” means a mechanically propelled road vehicle other than—

(a) a motor cycle as defined in section 185(1) of the M1Road Traffic Act 1988
or, for Northern Ireland, in Article 37(1)(f) of the M2Road Traffic (Northern
Ireland) Order 1981, or

(b) an invalid carriage as defined in that section or, for Northern Ireland, in Article
37(1)(g) of that Order.
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