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Criminal Justice and
Public Order Act 1994

1994 CHAPTER 33

PART XII

MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL

Ticket touts

166 Sale of tickets by unauthorised persons

(1) It is an offence for an unauthorised person to sell, or offer or expose for sale, a ticket
for a designated football match in any public place or place to which the public has
access or, in the course of a trade or business, in any other place.

(2) For this purpose—
(a) a person is “unauthorised” unless he is authorised in writing to sell tickets for

the match by the home club or by the organisers of the match;
(b) a “ticket” means anything which purports to be a ticket; and
(c) a “designated football match” means a football match, or football match of a

description, for the time being designated under section 1(1) of the Football
(Offences) Act 1991.

(3) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable on summary conviction to a
fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale.

(4) In section 24(2) of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (arrestable offences),
after the paragraph (g) inserted by section 85(2) of this Act there shall be inserted the
following paragraph—

“(h) an offence under section 166 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order
Act 1994 (sale of tickets by unauthorised persons);”.

(5) Section 32 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (search of persons and
premises (including vehicles) upon arrest) shall have effect, in its application in
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relation to an offence under this section, as if the power conferred on a constable
to enter and search any vehicle extended to any vehicle which the constable has
reasonable grounds for believing was being used for any purpose connected with the
offence.

(6) The Secretary of State may by order made by statutory instrument apply this section,
with such modifications as he thinks fit, to such sporting event or category of sporting
event for which 6,000 or more tickets are issued for sale as he thinks fit.

(7) An order under subsection (6) above may provide that—
(a) a certificate (a “ticket sale certificate”) signed by a duly authorised officer

certifying that 6,000 or more tickets were issued for sale for a sporting event
is conclusive evidence of that fact;

(b) an officer is duly authorised if he is authorised in writing to sign a ticket sale
certificate by the home club or the organisers of the sporting event; and

(c) a document purporting to be a ticket sale certificate shall be received in
evidence and deemed to be such a certificate unless the contrary is proved.

(8) Where an order has been made under subsection (6) above, this section also applies,
with any modifications made by the order, to any part of the sporting event specified
or described in the order, provided that 6,000 or more tickets are issued for sale for
the day on which that part of the event takes place.


