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Local Government
etc. (Scotland) Act 1994

1994 CHAPTER 39

PART I

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION

CHAPTER 7

MISCELLANEOUS

54 Use, acquisition and disposal of records

(1) A local authority may do anything which appears to them to be appropriate for the
purpose of enabling proper use to be made of their records and, without prejudice to
the generality of the foregoing, may—

(a) make provision for enabling persons, with or without charge and subject to
such conditions as the authority may determine, to inspect the records and to
make or obtain copies thereof;

(b) prepare, or procure or assist in the preparation of, indices and guides to and
calendars and summaries of the records;

(c) publish, or procure or assist in the publication of, the records or any index or
guide to or calendar or summary of the records;

(d) hold exhibitions of the records and arrange for the delivery of explanatory
lectures, with or without charging for admission to such exhibitions or
lectures;

(e) direct that the records be temporarily entrusted to other persons for exhibition
or study.

(2) Nothing in subsection (1) above shall be taken as authorising the doing of any act
which infringes copyright or contravenes conditions subject to which records are under
the control of an authority.
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(3) A local authority may—
(a) acquire by way of purchase records which, or (in the case of a collection) the

majority of which, appear to the authority to be of general or local interest;
(b) accept the gift of records which or, in the case of a collection, the majority of

which appear to the authority to be of general or local interest.

(4) A local authority may accept the deposit of records—
(a) authorised to be deposited with it by any enactment; and
(b) which appear to the authority to be of general or local interest.

(5) In section 200 of the 1973 Act (records)—
(a) subsections (1) to (6), (8), (9) and (11)(b) shall cease to have effect; and
(b) in subsections (7) and (10)—

(i) for the word “local”, in each place where it occurs, there shall be
substituted the words “river purification”; and

(ii) for the word “authority”, in each place where it occurs, there shall be
substituted the word “board”.


