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Jobseekers Act 1995
1995 CHAPTER 18

PART I

THE JOBSEEKER’S ALLOWANCE

Entitlement

5 Duration of a [F1contribution-based] jobseeker’s allowance.

(1) The period for which a person is entitled to a [F2contribution-based] jobseeker’s
allowance shall not exceed, in the aggregate, 182 days in any period for which his
entitlement is established by reference (under section 2(1)(b)) to the same two years.

(2) The fact that a person’s entitlement to a [F3contribution-based] jobseeker’s allowance
(“his previous entitlement") has ceased as a result of subsection (1), does not prevent
his being entitled to a further [F3contribution-based] jobseeker’s allowance if—

(a) he satisfies the contribution-based conditions; and
(b) the two years by reference to which he satisfies those conditions includes at

least one year which is later than the second of the two years by reference to
which his previous entitlement was established.

(3) Regulations may provide that a person who would be entitled to a [F4contribution-
based] jobseeker’s allowance but for the operation of prescribed provisions of, or made
under, this Act shall be treated as if entitled to the allowance for the purposes of this
section.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 5 heading repealed (29.4.2013 for specified purposes, 1.7.2013 and 29.7.2013 for

specified purposes, 28.10.2013 for specified purposes, 25.11.2013 for specified purposes, 24.2.2014
and 7.4.2014 for specified purposes, 23.6.2014 and further specified dates for specified purposes,
15.9.2014 and further specified dates for specified purposes, 26.11.2014 for specified purposes,
28.1.2015 for specified purposes, 16.2.2015 and further specified dates for specified purposes,
18.3.2015 and further specified dates for specified purposes, 21.9.2015 and further specified dates for
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2015/1537); S.I. 2014/1583, art. 4, Sch. (as amended (30.6.2014) by S.I. 2014/1661; (28.7.2014) by
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