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Merchant Shipping Act 1995
1995 CHAPTER 21

PART III

MASTERS AND SEAMEN

Engagement and discharge of crews

25 Crew agreements.

(1) Except as provided under subsection (5) below, an agreement in writing shall be made
between each person employed as a seaman in a United Kingdom ship and the persons
employing him and shall be signed both by him and by or on behalf of them.

(2) The agreements made under this section with the several persons employed in a ship
shall be contained in one document (in this Part referred to as a crew agreement) except
that in such cases as the Secretary of State may approve—

(a) the agreements to be made under this section with the persons employed in a
ship may be contained in more than one crew agreement; and

(b) one crew agreement may relate to more than one ship.

(3) The provisions and form of a crew agreement must be of a kind approved by the
Secretary of State; and different provisions and forms may be so approved for different
circumstances.

(4) Subject to the following provisions of this section, a crew agreement shall be carried
in the ship to which it relates whenever the ship goes to sea.

(5) The Secretary of State may make regulations providing for exemptions from the
requirements of this section—

(a) with respect to such descriptions of ship as may be specified in the regulations
or with respect to voyages in such areas or such description of voyages as may
be so specified; or

(b) with respect to such descriptions of seamen as may be specified in the
regulations;
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and the Secretary of State may grant other exemptions from those requirements
(whether with respect to particular seamen or with respect to seamen employed by a
specified person or in a specified ship or in the ships of a specified person) in cases
where the Secretary of State is satisfied that the seamen to be employed otherwise than
under a crew agreement will be adequately protected.

(6) Where, but for an exemption granted by the Secretary of State, a crew agreement
would be required to be carried in a ship or a crew agreement carried in the ship would
be required to contain an agreement with a person employed in a ship, the ship shall
carry such document evidencing the exemption as the Secretary of State may direct.

(7) Regulations under this section may enable ships required under this section to carry a
crew agreement to comply with the requirement by carrying a copy thereof, certified
in such manner as may be provided by the regulations.

(8) If a ship goes to sea or attempts to go to sea in contravention of the requirements of
this section the master or the person employing the crew shall be liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 4 on the standard scale and the ship, if in the
United Kingdom, may be detained.
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