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Merchant Shipping Act 1995
1995 CHAPTER 21

PART IX

SALVAGE AND WRECK

CHAPTER III

SUPPLEMENTAL

Removal of wrecks

253 Powers of lighthouse authorities in relation to wrecks.

(1) Where—
(a) any vessel is sunk, stranded or abandoned in any fairway or on the seashore

or on or near any rock, shoal or bank in the United Kingdom or any of the
adjacent seas or islands; and

(b) there is no harbour authority or conservancy authority having power to raise,
remove or destroy the vessel;

the general lighthouse authority for the place in or near which the vessel is situated
shall, if in the authority’s opinion the vessel is, or is likely to become, an obstruction or
danger to navigation or to lifeboats engaged in lifeboat service, have the same powers
in relation thereto as are conferred by section 252.

(2) Where a general lighthouse authority have incurred expenses in the exercise of their
powers under this section in relation to any vessel, then—

(a) if the proceeds of any sale made under section 252 in connection with the
exercise of those powers in relation to the vessel are insufficient to reimburse
the authority for the full amount of those expenses, the authority may recover
the amount of the deficiency from the relevant person, or

(b) if there is no such sale, the authority may recover the full amount of those
expenses from the relevant person.
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(3) Any expenses so incurred which are not recovered by the authority either out of the
proceeds of any such sale or in accordance with subsection (2) above shall be paid out
of the General Lighthouse Fund, but section 213 shall apply to those expenses as if
they were expenses of the authority falling within subsection (1) of that section other
than establishment expenses.

(4) In this section “the relevant person”, in relation to any vessel, means the owner of the
vessel at the time of the sinking, stranding or abandonment of the vessel.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 253 excluded (E.W.S.) (23.12.1999) by S.S.I. 1999/202, art. 25(4)
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