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Employment Rights Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 18

PART X

UNFAIR DISMISSAL

CHAPTER II

REMEDIES FOR UNFAIR DISMISSAL

Compensation

125 Special award

(1) Subject to the following provisions, the amount of the special award shall be—
(a) one week’s pay multiplied by 104, or
(b) £13,775,

whichever is the greater, but shall not exceed £27,500.

(2) Where the award of compensation is made under section 117(3)(a) then, unless the
employer satisfies the tribunal that it was not practicable to comply with the order
under section 113, the amount of the special award shall be increased to—

(a) one week’s pay multiplied by 156, or
(b) £20,600,

whichever is the greater (but subject to the following provisions).

(3) In a case where the amount of the basic award is reduced under section 119(4), the
amount of the special award shall be reduced by the same fraction.

(4) Where the tribunal considers that any conduct of the complainant before the dismissal
(or, where the dismissal was with notice, before the notice was given) was such that it
would be just and equitable to reduce or further reduce the amount of the special award
to any extent, the tribunal shall reduce or further reduce that amount accordingly.
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(5) Where the tribunal finds that the complainant has unreasonably—
(a) prevented an order under section 113 from being complied with, or
(b) refused an offer by the employer (made otherwise than in compliance with

such an order) which, if accepted, would have the effect of reinstating the
complainant in his employment in all respects as if he had not been dismissed,

the tribunal shall reduce or further reduce the amount of the special award to such
extent as it considers just and equitable having regard to that finding.

(6) Where the employer has engaged a permanent replacement for the complainant,
the tribunal shall not take that fact into account in determining for the purposes of
subsection (2) whether it was practicable to comply with an order under section 113
unless the employer shows that it was not practicable for him to arrange for the
complainant’s work to be done without engaging a permanent replacement.

(7) The Secretary of State may by order increase any of the sums specified in subsections
(1) and (2).


