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Arbitration Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 23

PART I

ARBITRATION PURSUANT TO AN ARBITRATION AGREEMENT

The arbitral tribunal

21 Umpire.

(1) Where the parties have agreed that there is to be an umpire, they are free to agree what
the functions of the umpire are to be, and in particular—

(a) whether he is to attend the proceedings, and
(b) when he is to replace the other arbitrators as the tribunal with power to make

decisions, orders and awards.

(2) If or to the extent that there is no such agreement, the following provisions apply.

(3) The umpire shall attend the proceedings and be supplied with the same documents and
other materials as are supplied to the other arbitrators.

(4) Decisions, orders and awards shall be made by the other arbitrators unless and until
they cannot agree on a matter relating to the arbitration.

In that event they shall forthwith give notice in writing to the parties and the umpire,
whereupon the umpire shall replace them as the tribunal with power to make decisions,
orders and awards as if he were sole arbitrator.

(5) If the arbitrators cannot agree but fail to give notice of that fact, or if any of them fails
to join in the giving of notice, any party to the arbitral proceedings may (upon notice
to the other parties and to the tribunal) apply to the court which may order that the
umpire shall replace the other arbitrators as the tribunal with power to make decisions,
orders and awards as if he were sole arbitrator.

(6) The leave of the court is required for any appeal from a decision of the court under
this section.
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