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Treasure Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 24

Ownership of treasure

4 Ownership of treasure which is found.

(1) When treasure is found, it vests, subject to prior interests and rights—
(a) in the franchisee, if there is one;
(b) otherwise, in the Crown.

(2) Prior interests and rights are any which, or which derive from any which—
(a) were held when the treasure was left where it was found, or
(b) if the treasure had been moved before being found, were held when it was left

where it was before being moved.

(3) If the treasure would have been treasure trove if found before the commencement of
this section, neither the Crown nor any franchisee has any interest in it or right over
it except in accordance with this Act.

(4) This section applies—
(a) whatever the nature of the place where the treasure was found, and
(b) whatever the circumstances in which it was left (including being lost or being

left with no intention of recovery).



2 Treasure Act 1996 (c. 24)
Document Generated: 2024-06-23

Changes to legislation: 
Treasure Act 1996, Section 4 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 23
June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have
been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 8(5)(6) substituted for s. 8(5) by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 39(4)
– s. 8(7) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 39(5)
– s. 10(5)(d) inserted by 2009 c. 25 s. 30(2)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21/paragraph/39/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21/paragraph/39/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/section/30/2

