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84

Housing Act 1996

1996 CHAPTER 52

PART IIT

LANDLORD AND TENANT

CHAPTER 1

TENANTS’ RIGHTS
Service charges

Right to appoint surveyor to advise on matters relating to service charges.

(1) A recognised tenants’ association may appoint a surveyor for the purposes of this
section to advise on any matters relating to, or which may give rise to, service charges
payable to a landlord by one or more members of the association.

The provisions of Schedule 4 have effect for conferring on a surveyor so appointed
rights of access to documents and premises.

(2) A person shall not be so appointed unless he is a qualified surveyor.

For this purpose “qualified surveyor” has the same meaning as in section 78(4)(a)
of the M'Leasehold Reform, Housing and Urban Development Act 1993 (persons
qualified for appointment to carry out management audit).

(3) The appointment shall take effect for the purposes of this section upon notice in writing
being given to the landlord by the association stating the name and address of the
surveyor, the duration of his appointment and the matters in respect of which he is
appointed.

(4) An appointment shall cease to have effect for the purposes of this section if the
association gives notice in writing to the landlord to that effect or if the association
ceases to exist.
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(5) A notice is duly given under this section to a landlord of any tenants if it is given to a
person who receives on behalf of the landlord the rent payable by those tenants; and
a person to whom such a notice is so given shall forward it as soon as may be to the
landlord.

(6) In this section—
“recognised tenants’ association” has the same meaning as in the provisions of
the ™ Landlord and Tenant Act 1985 relating to service charges (see section 29
of that Act); and
“service charge” means a service charge within the meaning of section 18(1) of
that Act, other than one excluded from that section by section 27 of that Act (rent
of dwelling registered and not entered as variable).
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