
Status: Point in time view as at 30/04/2021.
Changes to legislation: Education Act 1996, Section 348 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on
or before 03 September 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that
have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

Education Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 56

PART IV

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

CHAPTER II

SCHOOLS PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Independent schools providing special education

348 Provision of special education at non-maintained schools [F1—Wales].

(1) This section applies where—
(a) special educational provision in respect of a child with special educational

needs is made at a school which is not a maintained school,
[F2(aa) the child is in the area of a local authority in Wales,] and

(b) either the name of the school is specified in a statement in respect of the child
under section 324 or the [F3local authority] are satisfied—

(i) that his interests require the necessary special educational provision
to be made for him at a school which is not a maintained school, and

(ii) that it is appropriate for the child to be provided with education at the
particular school.

(2) Where this section applies, the [F3local authority] shall pay the whole of the fees
payable in respect of the education provided for the child at the school, and if—

(a) board and lodging are provided for him at the school, and
(b) the authority are satisfied that the necessary special educational provision

cannot be provided for him at the school unless the board and lodging are also
provided,

the authority shall pay the whole of the fees payable in respect of the board and lodging.
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F4[(3) In this section “maintained school” means a school maintained by a [F3local
authority].]

Textual Amendments
F1 Word in s. 348 title inserted (1.9.2014) by Children and Families Act 2014 (c. 6), s. 139(6), Sch. 3

para. 38(3); S.I. 2014/889, art. 7(a) (with savings and transitional provisions in S.I. 2014/2270 (as
amended (1.4.2015) by S.I. 2015/505)

F2 S. 348(1)(aa) inserted (1.9.2014) by Children and Families Act 2014 (c. 6), s. 139(6), Sch. 3 para.
38(2); S.I. 2014/889, art. 7(a) (with savings and transitional provisions in S.I. 2014/2270 (as amended
(1.4.2015) by S.I. 2015/505)

F3 Words in Act substituted (5.5.2010) by The Local Education Authorities and Children’s Services
Authorities (Integration of Functions) Order 2010 (S.I. 2010/1158), Sch. 2 para. 7(2) (with Sch. 2
para. 7(4)(5))

F4 S. 348(3) substituted (1.9.1999) for s. 348(3)(a)-(c) by 1998 c. 31, s. 140(1), Sch. 30 para.84 (with ss.
138(9), 144(6))
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