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Education Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 56

PART X

MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL

CHAPTER II

[F1 PUNISHMENT AND RESTRAINT OF PUPILS]

[F1 Corporal punishment]

549 Interpretation of section 548.

(1) Subject to subsection (2), references in section 548 to giving corporal punishment are
to doing anything for the purpose of punishing the pupil concerned (whether or not
there are also other reasons for doing it) which, apart from any justification, would
constitute battery.

(2) A person is not to be taken for the purposes of section 548 as giving corporal
punishment by virtue of anything done for reasons that include averting an immediate
danger of personal injury to, or an immediate danger to the property of, any person
(including the pupil concerned).

(3) In determining for the purposes of section 548(2) whether punishment is inhuman
or degrading regard shall be had to all the circumstances of the case, including the
reason for giving it, how soon after the event it is given, its nature, the manner and
circumstances in which it is given, the persons involved and its mental and physical
effects.

(4) In section 548 “member of the staff” means—
(a) in relation to a person who is a pupil by reason of the provision of education

for him at a school, any teacher who works at the school and any other person
who has lawful control or charge of the pupil and works there; and
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(b) in relation to a person who is a pupil by reason of the provision of education
for him by a local education authority at a place other than a school, any
teacher employed by the authority who works at that place and any other
person employed by the authority who has lawful control or charge of the
pupil and works there.

(5) In section 548 and this section “pupil” does not include any person who has attained
the age of 18.
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