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Justices of the Peace Act 1997
1997 CHAPTER 25

PART III

MAGISTRATES' COURTS COMMITTEES

33 Powers and duties of committee as to petty sessional divisions

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section and section 34 below, a magistrates' courts
committee may at any time submit to the Lord Chancellor a draft order making such
provision about the division of their area or any part of their area into petty sessional
divisions as the committee think fit.

(2) It shall be the duty of a magistrates' courts committee, if directed to do so by the Lord
Chancellor, to review the division of their area or any part of their area into petty
sessional divisions and, on completion of the review, to submit to the Lord Chancellor
either a draft order under subsection (1) above or a report giving reasons for making
no change.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section and section 34 below—
(a) where a magistrates' courts committee submit a draft order to the Lord

Chancellor under this section, he may by statutory instrument make the order
either in the terms of the draft or with such modifications as he thinks fit; and

(b) where a magistrates' courts committee fail to comply within six months with
a direction of the Lord Chancellor under subsection (2) above, or the Lord
Chancellor is dissatisfied with the draft order or report submitted in pursuance
of such a direction, he may by statutory instrument make such order as he
thinks fit about the division into petty sessional divisions of the area to which
the direction related.

(4) An order under this section may provide for an area ceasing to be divided into petty
sessional divisions, and a direction under subsection (2) above may be given with
respect to the division of an area which is not for the time being so divided.

(5) No order may be made under this section for the division of the City of London into
petty sessional divisions.
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(6) Any order under this section may contain transitional and other consequential
provisions.


