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Education Act 1997

1997 CHAPTER 44

PART V

SUPERVISION OF CURRICULUM FOR SCHOOLS AND EXTERNAL QUALIFICATIONS

CHAPTER IV

CONTROL OF CERTAIN COURSES LEADING TO EXTERNAL QUALIFICATIONS

Requirement for approval of certain publicly-funded and school courses leading
to external qualifications.

(1) The Secretary of State may by regulations provide—
(a) that no course of study leading to an external qualification is to be provided
with the use of any specified public funding, and
(b) that no course of study leading to an external qualification is to be provided
for pupils of compulsory school age by or on behalf of a maintained school,
unless (in each case) the qualification is for the time being approved by the Secretary
of State or a designated body in accordance with the regulations.

(2) Regulations under this section may in particular make provision—

(a) prescribing the conditions required to be satisfied before any qualification
may be so approved and the circumstances in which any approval may be
withdrawn;

(b) conferring functions on a designated body in relation to any such conditions;
and

(c) imposing duties on governing bodies of institutions providing courses of study
to which the regulations apply, and on head teachers, principals and other
heads of such institutions, to secure compliance with the regulations.

(3) Regulations under this section shall not apply to—
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(a) any course of study provided at an institution within the higher education
sector; or

(b) any course of study leading to a qualification awarded or authenticated by any
such institution.

(4) In this section—
“designated” means designated by the Secretary of State;
“external qualification” has the same meaning as in section 24;
“maintained school” has the same meaning as in section 23; and

“specified public funding” means public funding of such description as is
specified in or determined in accordance with regulations under this section.

(5) Sections 400 and 401 of the ™Education Act 1996 (courses leading to external
qualifications provided at schools and further education institutions), which are
superseded by this section, shall cease to have effect.
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