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Town and Country Planning
(Scotland) Act 1997

1997 CHAPTER 8

PART III

CONTROL OVER DEVELOPMENT

Duration of planning permission

[F1 59 Planning permission in principle

(1) “Planning permission in principle” is planning permission (granted in accordance with
the provisions of regulations or a development order)—

(a) in respect of the carrying out of building, engineering, mining or other
operations in, on, over or under land, and

(b) subject to a condition, imposed under section 37(1)(a), that the development
in question will not be begun until certain matters (which may, but need not
be, particularised in the application) have been approved by the planning
authority or as the case may be the Scottish Ministers.

[F2(2A) Where planning permission in principle is granted, it must be granted subject to the
condition that the development to which it relates must be begun not later than the
expiration of—

(a) 5 years beginning with the date on which the permission is granted, or
(b) such other period (whether longer or shorter) as the authority concerned may

specify when granting the permission.

(2B) If planning permission in principle is granted without the condition required by
subsection (2A), the permission is deemed to be subject to the condition that the
development to which it relates must be begun not later than the expiration of 5 years
beginning with the date of the grant.
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(2C) If development has not begun at the expiration of the period mentioned in paragraph (a)
or (b) of subsection (2A) or, as the case may be, subsection (2B), the planning
permission in principle lapses.

(2D) A period specified under subsection (2A)(b) is to be a period—
(a) beginning with the date on which the planning permission in principle is

granted, and
(b) which the authority concerned consider appropriate having regard to the

provisions of the development plan and to any other material considerations.]

[F3(8A) During the emergency period, a planning permission which otherwise would lapse
under subsection (4) (including by virtue of a direction made under subsection (5))
lapses at the end of the extended period, unless, before the end of the extended period,
the development to which the permission relates is begun.

(8B) Where the latest date by which an application would otherwise be required to be made
under subsection (2)(a) falls within the emergency period, then that application may
be made at any time before the end of the extended period.

(8C) In subsections (8A) and (8B)—
“emergency period” means the period F4... beginning with the date on which

paragraph 10 of schedule 7 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 came into
force [F5and ending at the end of [F630 September 2022]],

“extended period” means the period F7... beginning with [F8the date that
paragraph came into force and ending at the end of [F931 March 2023]].

(8D) The Scottish Ministers may, by regulations, amend the definition of “emergency
period” or “extended period” in subsection (8C).

(8E) Regulations under subsection (8D) are subject to the negative procedure.]]
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