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48

Audit Commission Act 1998

1998 CHAPTER 18

PART IV

GENERAL
Information etc.

Provision of information and documents to Commission

(1) Without prejudice to any other provision of this Act, the Commission may require—
(a) any body subject to audit, and
(b) any officer or member of such a body,
to provide the Commission or a person authorised by it with all such information as the
Commission or that person may reasonably require for the discharge of the functions

under this Act of the Commission or of that person, including the carrying out of any
study under section 33 or 34.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to functions under section 36.

(3) For the purpose of assisting the Commission to maintain proper standards in the
auditing of the accounts of a body subject to audit the Commission may require that
body to make available for inspection by or on behalf of the Commission—

(a) the accounts concerned; and
(b) such other documents relating to the body as might reasonably be required by
an auditor for the purposes of the audit.

(4) A person who without reasonable excuse fails to comply with a requirement of the
Commission under subsection (1)(b) is guilty of an offence and liable on summary
conviction—

(a) to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale, and

(b) to an additional fine not exceeding £20 for each day on which the offence
continues after conviction for that offence.
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(5) Any expenses incurred by the Commission in connection with proceedings for an
offence under subsection (4) alleged to have been committed by an officer or member
of a body, so far as not recovered from any other source, are recoverable from that
body.

49 Restriction on disclosure of information

(1) No information relating to a particular body or other person and obtained by the
Commission or an auditor, or by a person acting on behalf of the Commission or an
auditor, pursuant to any provision of this Act or in the course of any audit or study
under any such provision shall be disclosed except—

(a) with the consent of the body or person to whom the information relates;

(b) for the purposes of any functions of the Commission or an auditor under this
Act;

(c) in the case of a health service body, for those purposes or for the purposes
of the functions of the Secretary of State and the Comptroller and Auditor
General under the National Health Service Act 1977;

(d) for the purposes of the functions of the Secretary of State relating to social
security;

(e) in accordance with section 37(6) or 41(4); or

(f) for the purposes of any criminal proceedings.

(2) References in subsection (1) to studies and to functions of the Commission do not
include studies or functions under section 36.

(3) A person who discloses information in contravention of subsection (1) is guilty of an
offence and liable—
(a) onsummary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months
or to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum or to both; or
(b) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two
years or to a fine or to both.

50 Supply of benefit information to Commission

The Secretary of State may supply to the Commission any information held by him
which relates to housing benefit or council tax benefit and which appears to him to be
relevant to the exercise of any function of the Commission.

51 Publication of information by the Commission

(1) Subject to subsections (2) to (4), the Commission may publish such information as it
thinks fit with respect to any of the following—

(a) a contravention by a body subject to audit of any obligation imposed on that
body by virtue of section 44(2);

(b) the making by an auditor of a report under section 8 to any such body, the
subject-matter of any such report and the decision made and other action taken
by any such body in response to the receipt of any such report or to anything
contained in it;

(c) acontravention by any such body of regulations made under section 27.
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(2) The information that may be published by virtue of subsection (1)(b) does not
include—

(a) information with respect to a report made to a health service body or to any
decision or other action by such a body; or

(b) information excluded under subsection (3)(a) of section 12 from any notice
published for the purposes of subsection (2)(b) of that section.

(3) Before publishing information under this section relating to—
(a) the conduct or decisions of a body subject to audit, or
(b) areport made to such a body,
the Commission shall notify the body of its proposal to publish the information.
(4) Information published under this section shall be published in such manner as the

Commission considers appropriate for bringing the information to the attention of
those members of the public who may be interested.



