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Police (Northern Ireland) Act 1998
1998 CHAPTER 32

PART VII

POLICE COMPLAINTS AND DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS

[F150A Complaints relating to conduct forming part of the Troubles

(1) On and after the day on which section 45 of the Northern Ireland Troubles (Legacy
and Reconciliation) Act 2023 comes into force, this Part—

(a) ceases to apply to a complaint (if made before that day), or
(b) does not apply to a complaint (if made on or after that day),

insofar as the complaint relates to conduct forming part of the Troubles.

(2) On and after the day on which section 45 of the Northern Ireland Troubles (Legacy
and Reconciliation) Act 2023 comes into force, the Chief Constable, the Board, the
Director or the Department of Justice is to cease to deal with any complaint referred
before that day under section 52(6) insofar as the complaint relates to conduct forming
part of the Troubles.

(3) On and after the day on which section 45 of the Northern Ireland Troubles (Legacy
and Reconciliation) Act 2023 comes into force, the Ombudsman—

(a) is not to begin any formal investigation of a matter, and
(b) is to cease any formal investigation of a matter begun before that day,

insofar as the matter relates to conduct forming part of the Troubles.

(4) This section does not prevent the Ombudsman from carrying out a criminal
investigation of a Troubles-related offence if—

(a) a public prosecution of a person for the offence had been begun before
the day on which section 38 of the Northern Ireland Troubles (Legacy and
Reconciliation) Act 2023 comes into force, and

(b) the criminal investigation is carried out for the purposes of that prosecution.

(5) For the purposes of subsection (4)—
(a) “public prosecution” means any prosecution other than a private prosecution;
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(b) a public prosecution of a person for an offence is “begun” when a prosecutor
makes the decision to prosecute that person for that offence.

(6) In this section—
“conduct forming part of the Troubles” has the same meaning as in

the Northern Ireland Troubles (Legacy and Reconciliation) Act 2023 (see
section 1 of that Act);

“formal investigation” means an investigation under section 56 (whether
resulting from a referral to the Ombudsman, or a decision by the Ombudsman,
under section 55).]
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