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Crime and Disorder Act 1998
1998 CHAPTER 37

PART III

CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

Youth justice

39 Youth offending teams.

(1) Subject to subsection (2) below, it shall be the duty of each local authority, acting in co-
operation with the persons and bodies mentioned in subsection (3) below, to establish
for their area one or more youth offending teams.

(2) Two (or more) local authorities acting together may establish one or more youth
offending teams for both (or all) their areas; and where they do so—

(a) any reference in the following provisions of this section (except subsection (4)
(b)) to, or to the area of, the local authority or a particular local authority shall
be construed accordingly, and

(b) the reference in subsection (4)(b) to the local authority shall be construed as
a reference to one of the authorities.

(3) It shall be the duty of—
(a) every chief officer of police any part of whose police area lies within the local

authority’s area;
[F1(aa) the Secretary of State in relation to his functions under sections 2 and 3 of the

Offender Management Act 2007;
(ab) every provider of probation services that is required by arrangements under

section 3(2) of the Offender Management Act 2007 to carry out the duty under
this subsection in relation to the local authority;] and

(b) every [F2local probation board][F3, integrated care board or]F4[F5... [F6Local
Health Board]F7...] any part of whose area lies within that area,

to co-operate in the discharge by the local authority of their duty under subsection (1)
above.
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(4) The local authority and every person or body mentioned in subsection (3) above
shall have power to make payments towards expenditure incurred by, or for purposes
connected with, youth offending teams—

(a) by making the payments directly; or
(b) by contributing to a fund, established and maintained by the local authority,

out of which the payments may be made.

(5) A youth offending team shall include at least one of each of the following, namely—
(a) [F8an officer of a local probation board][F9or an officer of a provider of

probation services];
[F10(aa) where the local authority is in England, a person with experience of social

work in relation to children nominated by the director of children’s services
appointed by the local authority under section 18 of the Children Act 2004;]

(b) [F11where the local authority is in Wales, a social worker of the] local authority
F12. . . ;

(c) a police officer;
(d) a person nominated by [F13an integrated care board or]F14... a [F6Local Health

Board] any part of whose area lies within the local authority’s area;
[F15(da) where the local authority is in England, a person with experience in education

nominated by the director of children’s services appointed by the local
authority under section 18 of the Children Act 2004;]

(e) [F16where the local authority is in Wales,] a person nominated by the chief
education officer appointed by the local authority under section 532 of the
M1Education Act 1996.

(6) A youth offending team may also include such other persons as the local authority
thinks appropriate after consulting the persons and bodies mentioned in subsection (3)
above.

(7) It shall be the duty of the youth offending team or teams established by a particular
local authority—

(a) to co-ordinate the provision of youth justice services for all those in the
authority’s area who need them; and

(b) to carry out such functions as are assigned to the team or teams in the youth
justice plan formulated by the authority under section 40(1) below.
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