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Youth Justice and Criminal
Evidence Act 1999

1999 CHAPTER 23

PART II

GIVING OF EVIDENCE OR INFORMATION FOR PURPOSES OF CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS

CHAPTER V

COMPETENCE OF WITNESSES AND CAPACITY TO BE SWORN

Competence of witnesses

53 Competence of witnesses to give evidence.

(1) At every stage in criminal proceedings all persons are (whatever their age) competent
to give evidence.

(2) Subsection (1) has effect subject to subsections (3) and (4).

(3) A person is not competent to give evidence in criminal proceedings if it appears to the
court that he is not a person who is able to—

(a) understand questions put to him as a witness, and
(b) give answers to them which can be understood.

(4) A person charged in criminal proceedings is not competent to give evidence in the
proceedings for the prosecution (whether he is the only person, or is one of two or
more persons, charged in the proceedings).

(5) In subsection (4) the reference to a person charged in criminal proceedings does not
include a person who is not, or is no longer, liable to be convicted of any offence in
the proceedings (whether as a result of pleading guilty or for any other reason).
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Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 53 applied (with modifications) (6.12.2006) by The Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999

(Application to Standing Civilian Courts) Order 2006 (S.I. 2006/2888), art. 1(1), Sch. 1 (with art. 3)
C2 S. 53 applied (with modifications) (6.12.2006) by The Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999

(Application to the Courts-Martial Appeal Court) Order 2006 (S.I. 2006/2887), art. 1(1), Sch. (with
art. 3)

C3 S. 53 applied (with modifications) (6.12.2006) by The Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999
(Application to Courts-Martial) Order 2006 (S.I. 2006/2886), art. 1(1), Sch. 1 (with art. 3)
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