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Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
1999 CHAPTER 33

PART I

IMMIGRATION: GENERAL

Offences

VALID FROM 14/02/2000

28 Deception.

In the 1971 Act, after section 24, insert—

“24A  Deception.

(1) A person who is not a British citizen is guilty of an offence if, by means
which include deception by him—

(a) he obtains or seeks to obtain leave to enter or remain in the United
Kingdom; or

(b) he secures or seeks to secure the avoidance, postponement or
revocation of enforcement action against him.

(2) “Enforcement action”, in relation to a person, means—
(a) the giving of directions for his removal from the United Kingdom

(“directions”) under Schedule 2 to this Act or section 10 of the
Immigration and Asylum Act 1999;

(b) the making of a deportation order against him under section 5 of
this Act; or

(c) his removal from the United Kingdom in consequence of directions
or a deportation order.

(3) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable—
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(a) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
six months or to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum, or to
both; or

(b) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding two years or to a fine, or to both.

(4) The extended time limit for prosecutions which is provided for by section 28
applies to an offence under this section.”



Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (c. 33)
Document Generated: 2024-07-23

3

Status: 
Point in time view as at 11/11/1999. This version of this provision is not valid for this point in
time.

Changes to legislation: 
Immigration and Asylum Act 1999, Section 28 is up to date with all changes known to be in
force on or before 23 July 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future
date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.


