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Terrorism Act 2000
2000 CHAPTER 11

PART V

COUNTER-TERRORIST POWERS

[F1Powers to stop and search in specified locations

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 47A and cross-heading inserted (10.7.2012) by Protection of Freedoms Act 2012 (c. 9), ss. 61(1),

120 (with s. 97); S.I. 2012/1205, art. 4(e)

47A Searches in specified areas or places

(1) A senior police officer may give an authorisation under subsection (2) or (3) in relation
to a specified area or place if the officer—

(a) reasonably suspects that an act of terrorism will take place; and
(b) reasonably considers that—

(i) the authorisation is necessary to prevent such an act;
(ii) the specified area or place is no greater than is necessary to prevent

such an act; and
(iii) the duration of the authorisation is no longer than is necessary to

prevent such an act.

(2) An authorisation under this subsection authorises any constable in uniform to stop a
vehicle in the specified area or place and to search—

(a) the vehicle;
(b) the driver of the vehicle;
(c) a passenger in the vehicle;
(d) anything in or on the vehicle or carried by the driver or a passenger.
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(3) An authorisation under this subsection authorises any constable in uniform to stop a
pedestrian in the specified area or place and to search—

(a) the pedestrian;
(b) anything carried by the pedestrian.

(4) A constable in uniform may exercise the power conferred by an authorisation under
subsection (2) or (3) only for the purpose of discovering whether there is anything
which may constitute evidence that the vehicle concerned is being used for the
purposes of terrorism or (as the case may be) that the person concerned is a person
falling within section 40(1)(b).

(5) But the power conferred by such an authorisation may be exercised whether or not the
constable reasonably suspects that there is such evidence.

(6) A constable may seize and retain anything which the constable—
(a) discovers in the course of a search under such an authorisation; and
(b) reasonably suspects may constitute evidence that the vehicle concerned is

being used for the purposes of terrorism or (as the case may be) that the person
concerned is a person falling within section 40(1)(b).

(7) Schedule 6B (which makes supplementary provision about authorisations under this
section) has effect.

(8) In this section—
“driver” has the meaning given by section 43A(5);
“senior police officer” has the same meaning as in Schedule 6B (see

paragraph 14(1) and (2) of that Schedule);
“specified” means specified in an authorisation.]
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