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Terrorism Act 2000
2000 CHAPTER 11

PART VI

MISCELLANEOUS

Terrorist offences

58 Collection of information.

(1) A person commits an offence if—
(a) he collects or makes a record of information of a kind likely to be useful to a

person committing or preparing an act of terrorism, F1...
(b) he possesses a document or record containing information of that kind [F2, or
(c) the person views, or otherwise accesses, by means of the internet a document

or record containing information of that kind.]

[F3(1A) The cases in which a person collects or makes a record for the purposes of
subsection (1)(a) include (but are not limited to) those in which the person does so by
means of the internet (whether by downloading the record or otherwise).]

(2) In this section “record” includes a photographic or electronic record.

(3) It is a defence for a person charged with an offence under this section to prove that he
had a reasonable excuse for his action or possession.

[F4(3A) The cases in which a person has a reasonable excuse for the purposes of subsection (3)
include (but are not limited to) those in which—

(a) at the time of the person's action or possession the person did not know, and
had no reason to believe, that the document or record in question contained,
or was likely to contain, information of a kind likely to be useful to a person
committing or preparing an act of terrorism, or

(b) the person's action or possession was for the purposes of—
(i) carrying out work as a journalist, or

(ii) academic research.]



2 Terrorism Act 2000 (c. 11)
Part VI – Miscellaneous

Document Generated: 2024-07-08
Status: Point in time view as at 12/04/2019.

Changes to legislation: Terrorism Act 2000, Section 58 is up to date with all changes known to be in force
on or before 08 July 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that

have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

(4) A person guilty of an offence under this section shall be liable—
(a) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding [F515

years], to a fine or to both, or
(b) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months,

to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum or to both.

(5) F6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(6) F6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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