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Commentary on Sections
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Section 22: Child Support jurisdiction
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This section amends section 44 of the 1991 Act to extend child support jurisdiction to
non-resident parentswho are not habitually resident in the United Kingdom but who are
employed by a UK-based employer. This will mean that certain non-resident parents
who are employed abroad will be required to pay child support for their children who
livein the United Kingdom.

Subsection (2) amends section 44(1) of 1991 Act (which limits child support
jurisdiction) to refer to a new subsection (2A), inserted by subsection (3).

Subsection (3) adds a new subsection (2A) which lists the cases where, even though
the non-resident parent isliving abroad, the CSA will havejurisdiction to calculate and
collect maintenance. These cases cover people employed abroad:

(& inthecivil service;
(b) inthe armed services,

(c) by a UK-based company, the description of which will be prescribed in
regulations, or

(d) by abody prescribed in regulations. These regulations are intended to be used
to cover employment comparable to those listed in this subsection which are
subsequently identified.

Subsection (4) removes the provision in subsection (3) of section 44 to cancel a
mai ntenance assessment when there is no longer jurisdiction to make an assessment.
Cancellations in these circumstances are to become supersession decisions in the new
scheme, provisionsfor which arein section 17 of the 1991 Act, asamended by section 9
of thisAct.
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