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Regulation of Investigatory
Powers Act 2000

2000 CHAPTER 23

PART IV

SCRUTINY ETC. OF INVESTIGATORY POWERS AND
OF THE FUNCTIONS OF THE INTELLIGENCE SERVICES

The Tribunal

68 Tribunal procedure.

(1) Subject to any rules made under section 69, the Tribunal shall be entitled to determine
their own procedure in relation to any proceedings, complaint or reference brought
before or made to them.

(2) The Tribunal shall have power—
(a) in connection with the investigation of any matter, or
(b) otherwise for the purposes of the Tribunal’s consideration or determination

of any matter,
to require a relevant Commissioner appearing to the Tribunal to have functions in
relation to the matter in question to provide the Tribunal with all such assistance
(including that Commissioner’s opinion as to any issue falling to be determined by
the Tribunal) as the Tribunal think fit.

(3) Where the Tribunal hear or consider any proceedings, complaint or reference relating
to any matter, they shall secure that every relevant Commissioner appearing to them
to have functions in relation to that matter—

(a) is aware that the matter is the subject of proceedings, a complaint or a
reference brought before or made to the Tribunal; and

(b) is kept informed of any determination, award, order or other decision made
by the Tribunal with respect to that matter.
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(4) Where the Tribunal determine any proceedings, complaint or reference brought before
or made to them, they shall give notice to the complainant which (subject to any rules
made by virtue of section 69(2)(i)) shall be confined, as the case may be, to either—

(a) a statement that they have made a determination in his favour; or
(b) a statement that no determination has been made in his favour.

[F1(4A) Where the Tribunal make any determination of a kind mentioned in subsection (4),
they must also give notice to—

(a) in the case of proceedings, the respondent,
(b) in the case of a complaint, the person complained against, and
(c) in the case of a reference, any public authority to whom the reference relates.

(4B) A notice under subsection (4A) is (subject to any rules made by virtue of section 69(2)
(j)) to be confined, as the case may be, to either—

(a) a statement that they have made a determination in the complainant's favour,
or

(b) a statement that no determination has been made in the complainant's favour.

(4C) Where the Tribunal make any decision which—
(a) is a final decision of a preliminary issue in relation to any proceedings,

complaint or reference brought before or made to them, and
(b) is neither a determination of a kind mentioned in subsection (4) nor a decision

relating to a procedural matter,
they must give notice of that decision to every person who would be entitled to receive
notice of the determination under subsection (4) or (4A).

(4D) A notice under subsection (4C) is (subject to any rules made by virtue of section 69(2)
(i) or (j)) to be confined to a statement as to what the decision is.

(4E) Subsections (4C) and (4D) do not apply so far as—
(a) the Tribunal are prevented from giving notice of a decision to a person by

rules made by virtue of section 69(4) or decide under such rules not to give
such a notice, or

(b) the giving of such a notice is inconsistent with such rules.]

(5) Where—
(a) the Tribunal make a determination in favour of any person by whom any

proceedings have been brought before the Tribunal or by whom any complaint
or reference has been made to the Tribunal, and

(b) the determination relates to any act or omission by or on behalf of the
Secretary of State or to conduct for which any warrant, authorisation or
permission [F2, or notice under Part 4 of the Investigatory Powers Act 2016
or under section 252 or 253 of that Act or direction under section 225 of that
Act,] was issued, granted or given by the Secretary of State,

they shall make a report of their findings to the Prime Minister.

(6) It shall be the duty of the persons specified in subsection (7) to disclose or provide to
the Tribunal all such documents and information as the Tribunal may require for the
purpose of enabling them—

(a) to exercise the jurisdiction conferred on them by or under section 65; or
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(b) otherwise to exercise or perform any power or duty conferred or imposed on
them by or under this Act [F3or the Investigatory Powers Act 2016].

(7) Those persons are—
(a) every person holding office under the Crown;

F4(b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F5(ba) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(d) every person employed by or for the purposes of a police force;
[F6(da) the Police Investigations and Review Commissioner and every member of the

Commissioner’s staff;]
[F7(db) the Service Police Complaints Commissioner and every member of the

Commissioner’s staff;]
(e) every person required for the purposes of [F8section 41, 126, 149, 168 or 190

of the Investigatory Powers Act 2016] to provide assistance with giving effect
to [F9a warrant];

(f) every person on whom an obligation to take any steps has been imposed under
[F10section 252 or 253 of that Act];

[F11(g) every person by or to whom an authorisation under Part 3 of that Act has been
granted;

(h) every person to whom a notice under Part 3 of that Act has been given;
(ha) every person to whom a retention notice under Part 4 of that Act or a notice

under section 252 or 253 of that Act has been given;]
(i) every person by whom, or on whose application, there has been granted or

given any authorisation under Part II of this Act or under Part III of the
M1Police Act 1997;

(j) every person who holds or has held any office, rank or position with the same
public authority as a person falling within paragraph (i);

(k) every person who has engaged in any conduct with the authority of[F12—
(i) an authorisation under Part 3 of the Investigatory Powers Act 2016, Part 2 of

this Act or Part 3 of the Police Act 1997, or
(ii) a warrant under Chapter 2 of Part 6 of the Investigatory Powers Act 2016;]

(l) every person who holds or has held any office, rank or position with a public
authority for whose benefit any such authorisation [F13or warrant] has been or
may be given;

(m) every person to whom a notice under section 49 has been given; and
(n) every person who is or has been employed for the purposes of any business

of a person falling within paragraph (e), (f), (h) [F14, (ha)] or (m).

(8) In this section “relevant Commissioner” means the [F15Investigatory Powers
Commissioner or any other Judicial Commissioner or the Investigatory Powers
Commissioner for Northern Ireland].
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