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Police (Northern Ireland) Act 2000
2000 CHAPTER 32

PART II

THE NORTHERN IRELAND POLICING BOARD

3 General functions of the Board.

(1) The Board shall secure the maintenance of the police in Northern Ireland.

(2) The Board shall secure that—
(a) the police,
(b) the police support staff, and
(c) traffic wardens appointed by the Board under section 71,

are efficient and effective.

(3) In carrying out its functions under subsections (1) and (2) the Board shall—
(a) in accordance with the following provisions of this Act, hold the Chief

Constable to account for the exercise of his functions and those of the police,
the police support staff and traffic wardens;

(b) monitor the performance of the police in—
[F1(ia) complying with section 31A(1);]

(i) carrying out the general duty under section 32(1);
(ii) complying with the M1Human Rights Act 1998;

(iii) carrying out the policing plan;
(c) keep itself informed as to—

(i) the workings of Part VII of the 1998 Act (police complaints and
disciplinary proceedings) and trends and patterns in complaints under
that Part;

(ii) the manner in which complaints from members of the public against
traffic wardens are dealt with by the Chief Constable under section 71;

(iii) trends and patterns in crimes committed in Northern Ireland;
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(iv) trends and patterns in recruitment to the police and the police support
staff;

(v) the extent to which the membership of the police and the police
support staff is representative of the community in Northern Ireland;

(d) assess—
(i) the effectiveness of measures taken to secure that the membership

of the police and the police support staff is representative of that
community;

F2(ii) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F2(iii) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(iv) the effectiveness of the code of ethics issued under section 52;
(e) make arrangements for obtaining the co-operation of the public with the police

in the prevention of crime.

[F3(3A) The Board shall—
(a) monitor the exercise of the functions of the National Crime Agency in

Northern Ireland;
F4(b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(c) make arrangements for obtaining the co-operation of the public with the
National Crime Agency in the prevention of organised crime and serious
crime.

(3B) Nothing in subsection (3A) shall have effect in relation to anything done by the
National Crime Agency outside Northern Ireland.]

(4) In carrying out its functions, the Board shall have regard to—
(a) the principle that the policing of Northern Ireland is to be conducted in an

impartial manner;
(b) the policing plan;
(c) any code of practice issued by the [F5Department of Justice] under section 27;

and
(d) the need—

(i) to co-ordinate its activities with those of other statutory authorities;
and

(ii) to co-operate with such authorities.
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S.R. 2002/146, art. 2, Sch.
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