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Police (Northern Ireland) Act 2000
2000 CHAPTER 32

PART II

THE NORTHERN IRELAND POLICING BOARD

4 Police support staff.

(1) The Board may, subject to the following provisions of this section, employ persons
to assist the police.

(2) Senior employees shall be appointed by the Board—
(a) with the approval of the [F1Department of Justice] and after consultation with

the Chief Constable; and
(b) on such terms and conditions as the Board may, with the approval of the

[F2Department of Justice], determine.

(3) Other employees shall be appointed by the Board with the approval of the
[F3Department of Justice] as to terms and conditions.

[F4(3A) Regulations may make provision as to the suitability for appointment under
subsection (3) of persons who are so appointed with a view to their being designated
under section 30 or 30A of the Police (Northern Ireland) Act 2003.

(3B) Before making regulations under subsection (3), the [F5Department of Justice] shall
consult—

(a) the Board;
(b) the Chief Constable;
(c) the Police Association; and
(d) any other person or body appearing to [F6the Department of Justice] to have

an interest in the matter.]

(4) The Board may make arrangements for administrative, secretarial or other assistance
to be provided for the police by persons employed in the civil service.
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(5) The following functions of the Board shall be exercised, on behalf of and in the name
of the Board, by the Chief Constable—

(a) the power to direct and control senior employees of the Board and all other
powers and duties of the Board as employer of such employees, other than
the power to appoint and dismiss;

(b) the power to appoint and dismiss other employees, the power to direct and
control such employees and all other powers and duties of the Board as
employer of such employees;

(c) the power to direct and control persons providing assistance to the police in
pursuance of arrangements under subsection (4).

(6) Persons who—
(a) are employed by the Board under this section, or
(b) are engaged in pursuance of arrangements under subsection (4) in providing

assistance to the police,
are referred to in this Act as the “police support staff”.

(7) In this section and section 5 “senior employee” means an employee of such class or
description as may be specified for the purposes of this section by the Board with the
approval of the [F7Department of Justice].
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