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Transport Act 2000
2000 CHAPTER 38

PART I

AIR TRAFFIC

CHAPTER III

AIR NAVIGATION

70 General duty

(1) The CAA must exercise its air navigation functions so as to maintain a high standard
of safety in the provision of air traffic services; and that duty is to have priority over
the application of subsections (2) and (3).

(2) The CAA must exercise its air navigation functions in the manner it thinks best
calculated—

(a) to secure the most efficient use of airspace consistent with the safe operation
of aircraft and the expeditious flow of air traffic;

(b) to satisfy the requirements of operators and owners of all classes of aircraft;
(c) to take account of the interests of any person (other than an operator or owner

of an aircraft) in relation to the use of any particular airspace or the use of
airspace generally;

(d) to take account of any guidance on environmental objectives given to the CAA
by the Secretary of State after the coming into force of this section;

(e) to facilitate the integrated operation of air traffic services provided by or on
behalf of the armed forces of the Crown and other air traffic services;

(f) to take account of the interests of national security;
(g) to take account of any international obligations of the United Kingdom

notified to the CAA by the Secretary of State (whatever the time or purpose
of the notification).
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(3) If in a particular case there is a conflict in the application of the provisions of
subsection (2), in relation to that case the CAA must apply them in the manner it thinks
is reasonable having regard to them as a whole.

(4) The CAA must exercise its air navigation functions so as to impose on providers of
air traffic services the minimum restrictions which are consistent with the exercise of
those functions.

(5) Section 4 of the Civil Aviation Act 1982 (CAA’s general objectives) does not apply in
relation to the performance by the CAA of its air navigation functions.


